
     
VOLUME 2        September  2003  
 

                FREE 
 
 
 

Editorial – It Takes a Blackout 
 
Building community is one of the 
main goals behind this newsletter. 
 
Anyone confused by what this term 
means would be wise to recall the 
events of August 14, when power 
went out across the city.  
 
Neighbours began chatting with 
neighbours, as residents tuned in to 
news broadcasts on their car radios 
and shared information about the 
massive blowout. There was no sense 
of panic, but an almost magical 
curiosity as residents collected 
candles and matches in anticipation 
of an electricity-free night. 
 
On Boothroyd Avenue, in a scene 
repeated throughout Toronto, 
residents pulled up lawn chairs in a 
loose circle and began joking about 
their situation. Some of our 
newsletter staff live on or near 
Boothroyd, and got a first-hand look 
at a community coming together in a 
time of crisis.  
 
Toronto residents gained a sense of 
what it must have been like to live in 
the city before electric lights or even 
gas lights were commonplace. As one 
neighbour in the Boothroyd circle 
remarked, in the old days, people 
simply didn’t travel at night. It was 
too dark and too dangerous. 
 
It was very dark on the evening of the 
blackout, but not the least bit 
dangerous. Most Toronto residents 
seemed more concerned about 
preserving frozen foods than 
preserving law and order, which was 
never seriously threatened, even in 
the darkest hours. 
 
Some of us were slightly 
disappointed when power came back 
on the day after the blackout. It had 
been fascinating to see how residents 
coped without electricity. And it had 
been wonderful to communities grow 
and bond, over flickering candles and 
flashlights.  
 
While we hope the power stays on, 
we also hope Toronto communities 
remember and retain the spirit they 
felt when light turned to darkness.    
 



                             

 
PHIN PARK Revitalization 
By Kim Barnes 
 
Phin Park has been well used this spring and summer 
thanks to the new play structures and the repaired 
wading pool (a 100 year old valve was replaced to get it 
working!)   
 
We are lucky to live in a city that has so many local 
parks that are, by and large, well maintained.  While 
parents are very happy that the old structures were 
replaced, some have expressed a desire to look for ways 
to work with the City to further enhance the park. 
 
Some ideas that have been discussed around the swing 
set have been: 
- Building a fence around the play area to address 
problems with dogs playing and urinating in the area 
- Adding more benches, picnic tables and garbage cans. 
- Erecting a community notice board. 
- Planting more trees 
 
We have been in contact with Rusty Warkmen, Park 
Supervisor for our area and with Mark Kim in 
Councillor Laura Jones' Office.  To request a large 
structure such as a fence around the playground the 
neighbourhood first needs to be polled and a petition 
drawn with as many signatures as possible followed by 
a community meeting set by the City.  
 
Rusty Warkmen just informed us that he has submitted a 
request for four new benches from the City's capital 
budget. He will contact us in the fall when he finds out 
if the request is approved. He has already promised to 
put in more garbage bins.   
 
Mark Kim also noted that there have been instances 
where communities have worked in partnership with the 
city to realize their goals by fundraising to cost share 
upgrades to park equipment. Residents near High Park 
and Dufferin Grove have transformed their parks in 
innovative ways. 
 
If you are interested in beginning the process to erect a 
fence or if you would like to meet and share your ideas 
about how to improve Phin park please e-mail The 
Pocket at thepocket@sympatico.ca or write us a note 
and use one of our drop boxes. 
 

 

 

 
By-Law Barb 

By Barbara Shaw 
 

Fall is on its way with colourful leaves, shorter days 
and that wonderful crisp chill in the air. Toronto’s 
idling by-law protects this wonderful air by keeping 
the air clean year-round and not just in the summer 
during smog alerts. 
 
By-law 673-1998 and 238-1999 limit idling time to no 
more than three minutes in a given 60 minute period 
and if you get caught, you can be fined up to $5000. 
Idling wastes fuel and contributes to smog, which is a 
major issue in our city. Each year we see more and 
more residents end up sick from breathing dirty air 
and Natural Resources Canada estimates that if each 
Canadian motorist avoided idling for 5 minutes each 
day for one year we could realistically stop more than 
1,000,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide from entering the 
atmosphere. 
 
As we wake up to cold fall mornings in the Pocket, 
don’t be fooled into thinking that running the car is a 
good way to warm it up. No more than 30 seconds is 
needed to get the oil moving through the engine. After 
that, the best way to get all of the components of the 
car warm is to hit the road and start driving. Things 
like the suspension system don’t warm up unless the 
car moves. Idling also can cause contamination of 
engine oil and damage to parts of your engine because 
an idling engine is not as warm as it should be. 
 
At the moment, it is estimated that three percent of 
Ontario’s fuel is wasted by idling and that adds up to a 
lot more dirty air. Since few of us in the Pocket have 
parking pads, we might be running our cars in front of 
someone else’s home and filling their front rooms 
with exhaust. So think about that the next time you 
turn on the car and pop back inside the house for a cup 
of coffee before hitting the road. 
 
Glenna’s thank you and names of contributors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Try our Personal Friendly Service and we’ll 
Guarantee you’ll   Come Back ”     



                                                                                                                                                     
 
 
 

 
 
 

   THE POCKET PAST 
  A Brief History: 
  By Amanda Smith 
 
-The Danforth was named after 
Asa Danforth, an American 
contractor who cut a road 
between York and Kingston.  
Ironically, Asa Danforth had 
nothing to do with the building 
of Danforth Ave. 
 
-Before the Prince Edward 
Viaduct was completed in 1919, 
The Danforth was very rural, 
mostly farmland and country.  It 
was almost completely isolated 
from the City of York. 
 
-Brick making was an important 
east end industry between 1840 
and the 1930’s, with a many 
brickyards scattered throughout 
Riverdale.  The Thomas 
Jennings’ Brickyard operated 
from 1890-1894.  It was 
situated on the east side of 
Jones Ave, between Hunter 
Ave. and Danforth Ave., 
extending out to where the TTC 
yards are now located.  The 
large sloping contours of parks 
throughout Riverdale, such as 
Greenwood Park and Monarch 
Park are reminders of where the 
clay and sand pits were.  
 
-By 1913, The Danforth was a 
hard-surfaced road from 
Broadview to Pape Ave.  From 
Pape Ave. to Greenwood Ave. a 
dirt road existed with a few 
sporadic shops along the way.  
After Greenwood Ave. a two-
rut trail ran through scrub and 
bush land, all the way to 
Kingston Rd. 
 
Research gathered from 
-The Local History collection at 
Pape/Danforth Library 
 
-The Danforth in Pictures, 
Toronto Public Library Board 
Local History Handbooks #3.  
1979 

 

Your Feedback 
-Complied by Barb Shaw 
 
Kim and Bryan from Condor Ave. write, 
“we just wanted you to know how 
impressed we were with the first issue 
(thank you!) and how nice it feels to be 
part of such an active community.” 
 
Lara and Les Trimble from Seymour Ave 
write: “A united neighbourhood is an 
enlightened community! It is with great 
pleasure that we extend our heart felt 
congratulations to the Pocket folks who not 
only took the initiative to put together this 
newsletter but who see our little 
community as a vibrant and wonderful 
place to live.” 
 
Emma Manchester was the one who 
painted “this was my favourite tree” on the 
stump at 26 Shudell. She writes, “It is true 
that the tree at 26 Shudell Ave. was my 
favourite around here. I have looked at it 
admiringly hundreds of times while living 
on this street. It looked to me like a human 
hand unfurling, fingers reaching up. I 
appreciate your article explaining why the 
tree was cut down. I wasn’t around when 
the cutting happened so I was really 
shocked to see the stump, it actually made 
me cry.” 
 
“One of the best things about our 
neighbourhood is the beautiful green 
canopy overhead that keeps it cool. Most 
of the trees I see are mature maples like the 
one cut down at 26 Shudell. The loss of 
that one made me think about what out 
street will look like when the other trees 
start to get tired and crack and have to 
come down?” 
 
“My hope is that everyone who has some 
space in their yards will plant a tree, then 
we can ensure that our streets will still be 
shady and green in years to come.” 
 
Thanks to everyone who got in touch via e-
mail or through our drop boxes. We love to 
hear from you! 
 
thepocket@sympatico.ca 
drop boxes are located at 69 Earl Grey 
Road, 64 Condor Ave and 18 Boothroyd 
Ave 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

THE CAT WHO 
TRAVELLED 

By Glenna Kennedy 
 
If cats could talk, a lot of people 
on Earl Grey Road would be 
asking Benny where he went for 
more than three months, 
especially his keepers Anita 
Advani and Andy Tiedemann of 
35 Earl Grey Road. 
 
One very warm night in March 
a few years ago, Benny, a little 
dark brown male cat, decided 
he was going out. He did not 
return. 
 
Next morning – no Benny.  
Anita and Andy began their 
search. Signs were posted 
throughout the neighbourhood 
and the Humane Society was 
constantly called – still no 
Benny, even though he has a 
microchip implant. The search 
went on for several weeks. 
 
July came and still no Benny. 
Anita and Andy had booked a 
trip to Europe and so had to 
depart. Heart-broken, they gave 
up on Benny and went abroad. 
 
Meanwhile, a hungry cat 
appeared at a home on Gough 
Avenue, west of Pape. He was 
taken to the Humane Society 
who then got in touch with 
family members in Toronto. 

 
 
A phone call was made to the 
other side of the world. When 
Benny’s owners visited a 
relative, they were told to their 
shock and disbelief that Benny 
was alive. Frightened, thin and 
shedding hair, but alive. 
 
Anita and Andy returned from 
Europe and brought Benny 
home.  
 
When you pass the big 
renovated home at the corner of 
Dawson and Earl Grey road, 
you will very likely see Benny 
in very close proximity to the 
front door. He no longer travels. 
 

The Hargrave Pub + Restaurant 
 

 
Pool, Darts, NTN Trivia, Great Food, 

Great People.1106 Danforth Ave., West of 
Greenwood.  Phone  416-465-4500 

 



                                                                                                                                                               
 
 POCKET PEOPLE: MARYLIN HALL 

By Marc van Beusekom 
 
When Marylin and Len Hall moved into their home at 
122 Boultbee Ave. there were still streetcars running 
along Danforth Ave.  The year was 1963 and the Halls 
moved to Toronto from Montreal which, at that time, 
was just beginning to feel the stirrings of the FLQ 
movement.   
 
Times were different.  The Bloor-Danforth subway was 
just under construction.  Marylin shopped at the 
Dominion that used to be located in what is now 
Eastview Community Centre - near the asphalt paving 
business that stood where the Blake housing project now 
stands.  
A distinguishing feature of Boultbee, then as now, are 
the railroad tracks to the south. The porch on Marylin 
and Len's home still sports traces of the soot from the 
steam locomotives that used to run on the tracks in an 
earlier era. 
In the late 60's and early 70's, the official arrival of 
summer on Boultbee was signalled by grass fires beside 
the railroad tracks. These fires sent all the 
neighbourhood kids racing with their brooms to put it 
out.  "The heavier engines and equipment used in those 
days would create sparks and start fires," explains 
Marylin, "sometimes the cops would come and accuse 
the kids of having set the fire they'd helped to put out!"   
 
Marylin and Len considered buying a house south of 
Boultbee - west of Jones but decided against it when 
they heard that a school was going to be built there and 
that the houses would be expropriated.  She ended up 
spending a good deal of here life there anyway: as a 
special education teacher in Blake Public Street School.  
 
Much of her life has involved children.  In those days, 
kids had a lot more freedom to roam around without the 
supervision of their parents.  One of Marylin's two sons, 
a "train nut" like his mom, would save up his allowance 
and go down to Union Station and, by himself, take the 
train to Burlington or Pickering just for fun.  "He was 
about 11 at the time", Marylin recalls. 
 
Not only did kids have more freedom in those days, but 
there were more of them.  "Most of the houses had two 
or three kids," Marylin recalls, "the family two doors up 
had twelve." 
 
Marylin also remembers the street parties that were an 
annual event on Boultbee a few summers ago, starting a 
neighbourhood trend. The parties featured a street sale, 
organized games, a pot-luck dinner and sing-along as 
well as the highlight: a water fight for the whole street. 
 
 

 
 
She likes the idea of kids playing on the streets "where 
you can see them".  One of the reasons they settled on 
the Pocket was the lack of through traffic.  Marylin 
thinks the "no hockey" signs should come down.  
"Most kids are pretty good about getting out of the 
way when a car comes along.  They are usually friends 
of the neighbourhood children who don't pose any 
problem and are nice kids…and if they don’t listen 
you just tell them: 'move or we’ll call the cops', and 
that solves the problem."    
 
Marylin taught at Blake from its inception in 1969 
until four years ago when she developed Lupus 
disease and was unable to continue.   She has many 
fond memories of teaching there.  In spite of some of 
the problems of the Blake neighbourhood, "the school
had a good staff, a great atmosphere, and the kids 
were great!" she remembers.   
 
Marylin has been active in the Teachers' Federation 
and in various local organizations, including the 
Riverdale Kiwanis, of which she is currently the 
president.   
 
In many ways, the neighbourhood is much the same as 
it was when they moved in, quiet, a good place to live.  
But after 40 years Marylin and Len are thinking about 
moving within the next few years. Both of them find 
climbing the stairs is becoming difficult.  If they leave, 
they will take along many good memories: "What a 
wonderful time I've had, when I look back" Marylin 
says. 
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Organic Bread Crafted using 
Traditional Breton Methods 

 
 

A Slice of Brittany…  In the 
Riverdale Pocket 

  
St. John's Bakery is a small artisan bakery
specializing in Breton-style organic bread.  The 
bread is made locally (on Broadview) in small 
batches, using traditional techniques and recipes 
passed on from a village bakery in Brittany.  St. 
John's Bakery offers training to socially 
disadvantaged people who want to learn the art 
of bread baking. 
 

Beginning in September, St. John's bread will be 
available on Saturday mornings right here in the 
Pocket for pickup from the porch of 1 Queen 
Victoria Street between 8:00 am and 10:00am. 
 

Available in:  Sour Dough (White, Multi-Grain 
or Whole-Wheat), Normandy-Style White, 
Whole Wheat, Cinnamon Raisin, Baguette, 
Country Rye and Multi-Grain.   
 

Prices: Standard loaf $3, Baguette $2, Large 
$6 (1.25 kg - only available in sour-dough)  
 

To Order: Phone 416-466-7939  email: 
marcvanb@interlog.com or drop off your order at 
1 Queen Victoria Street. 
 

No Hockey!!!! 
 
By: Barb Shaw 
 
In the last issue of The 
Pocket we asked for 
your thoughts on the 
removal of the signs that 
prohibit the playing of 
street hockey in The 
Pocket. The names of 
those who did respond 
will be sent to the Ward 
30 office and then they 
will decide if they have 
enough interest to 
investigate the issue 
further. 
 

Squirrel Stew 
 
By: Cecilia Booth  

 
2 Squirrels 
1-cup vinegar 
1 onion, diced 
¾ teaspoon salt 
½ teaspoon pepper 
1-½ teaspoons seasoning 
salt 
Leaves from 3 celery 
stalks 
4 carrots, diced 
4-12 red potatoes, 
 
Wash dressed squirrel 
thouroughly and cut into 
serving pieces.  
Combine vinegar, onion, 
salt, and pepper in deep 
plastic container.  Add 
squirrel and enough 
water to cover.  Let 
stand 3 hours.  Remove 
squirrel and place in a 
roasting pan, brown in 
375°F oven.  Add 
seasoned salt, celery 
leaves, carrots, and 
potatoes.  Again cover 
with water.  Cover pan 
and continue cooking 
until tender.  Serves 2 to 
3.  
 From Joy of Cooking  
1963. 
 
 

 

An Uncommon Plant 
in the Pocket 

By: Cecilia Booth 
 
There are four cacti native 
to Canada, two of these 
being native to Ontario.  
The Prickly pear cactus 
(Opuntia Humifusa) is 
considered an endangered 
species by the Committee 
on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife In Canada because 
it is so rare in this country. 
 
Wild populations can be 
found in Point Pelee 
National Park and on a 
peninsula of the Lesley 
Street Spit (Directly south 
of the Pocket), or you can 
see examples in the front 
yards of 14, 17 and 19 
Seymour Avenue (original 
source was Sweetgrass 
Gardens in Six Nations 
Reserve). 
 
If it gets enough sun, the 
prickly pear will produce 
exotic yellow flowers and 
small red fruit full of seeds.  
Each pad (actually an 
enlarged stem) grows to 
about 5 inches and each 
plant reaches about one foot 
high. 
 
In winter this hardy cactus 
shrivels up and flops over, 
remaining flat under the 
snow, then perking up in the 
spring rain and sun.  It likes 
well-drained sandy soul and 
lots of sun.  It thrives on 
neglect.  Expect pain if you 
touch it though, there are 
prickles. 
 
 
 



Single Life in the Pocket – an Indepth Look  
 
By Nate Hendley 
 
Some parts of Toronto have a reputation as "hot spots" 
for singles. Such areas might include Yonge and 
Eglinton (known locally as “Young and Eligible”), the 
Annex and the downtown condo district by the 
lakefront. The Pocket, however, is not a prime area for 
the unattached crowd.  Indeed, our neighbourhood is 
what you would call a "family oriented" kind of place. 
It's impossible to walk anywhere without being 
knocked down by baby carriages, visiting 
grandparents and teenagers on roller-blades. 
 The Pocket is a veritable monument to moms and 
dads, multi-bedroom houses and the glory that is the 
family unit.  All of which is good, except that I lack a 
partner and a pack of kiddies.  Being newly single, I 
felt left out. With this in mind, I decided to investigate 
the neighbourhood singles scene, such as it is. Right 
off the bat, I noticed that Phin Park seems to be a 
popular place for singletons to gather. Every 
afternoon, without fail, a pack of men and women 
meet there, allegedly to let their dogs get some 
exercise.The canines spend their time chasing each 
other around while their masters make small-talk. I 
don't own a dog, but I do have a cat, a fat, orange, 
male tabby named Oswald.  Oswald likes to sleep, and 
wasn't amused when I tried to put a collar on him. 
"Come on, Oswald," I told him. "We're going to go to 
Phin Park to meet some - uh, kitties." After much 
effort, I got the collar around his bulging neck. Once I 
hooked it to the leash, however, Oswald refused to 
budge. He lay petulantly on his side even as I tugged 
on the leash.  "Okay, Oswald. I know most of the pet 
owners at Phin Park have dogs, but this is our chance 
to stand out. Single chicks really dig sensitive 
Riverdale guys who own cats."My pleading was in 
vain. As long as the collar was around his neck, 
Oswald remained immobile. This wasn’t good. I was 
pretty sure the Phin Park babes would not be 
impressed by a stranger dragging a comatose cat on a 
leash. Since Phin Park was out, I decided to look 
around for a watering hole where single women might 
gather. I found it, in the form of the "Only Café, one 
of my favourite watering holes. Located at Danforth 
and Donlands, the Only has a particular rock ‘n roll 
kind of vibe, as exemplified by the interior décor, 
which leans towards framed photos of musicians, 
deceased politicians and pop culture figures. I was 
intrigued by the kind of woman who would be 
attracted to such a delectably down-market place.  
 
 

 
 
One bright, sunny afternoon, I trudged down to the 
Only, for the purpose of meeting women. I sat 
outside, on the Only's tiny patio, and tried to look 
mysterious and alluring. To achieve this end, I wore 
dark sunglasses and refused to smile. Looking grim, I 
sipped a Perrier and went out of my way to ignore 
everybody who stepped into my view.  
Unfortunately, everyone ignored me as well.  
All I ended up with was eye strain from squinting 
through cheap sunglasses all afternoon. No phone 
numbers, e-mails or perfume soaked notes written in 
mascara.  
Having failed to meet women at Phin Park and the 
Only, I realized desperate measures were in order. It 
was time to place a personals ad in the local 
neighbourhood newspaper. 
One problem: there is no newspaper for this 
neighbourhood. There is a newsletter, however, and 
you're reading it.  
Which is why I’ve decided to enliven these pages 
with our first ever personals ad.  
Here it goes: "Thirtysomething male journalist with 
full head of hair and decent, albeit capped, teeth, 
looking for singles action in the Pocket. Seeking 
single lady who enjoys cats, life in the Pocket and 
Riverdale ambience. Would prefer someone without a 
criminal record and a high-tolerance for non-air 
conditioned house. Must be of legal drinking age to 
apply."  
Any takers? 
 

Pocket editorial group featuring Nate holding the 
Pocket  
 
 

Printman Graphics  
 

Add to be supplied 

Want to come home to a clean house 
and dinner on the table? 

 
House Cleaning and Healthy Meal 

Preparation available for reasonable 
rates. 

 
Contact Barb @ 416.406.3752 for a 
quote or email bjshaw@sympatico.ca 



Greening the Pocket 
 

By Barbara Shaw 
 
One of the most 
notable features of 
The Pocket is the vasy 
array of trees that keep 
the neighbourhood 
shady and cool and as 
they age, Toronto’s 
Urban Forestry 
Services will happily 
come to your home 
and help us plan for 
the future by planting 
a tree on your lawn 
free of charge. There 
are 29 different trees 
to choose from and the 
city provides 
information about 
size, shape, fruit, nuts 
and flowers so that 
selecting your perfect 
tree is not too difficult.  
 
If you would like a 
tree in your back 
garden, L.E.A.F. 
(Local Enhancement 
and Appreciation of 
Forests) will be able to 
help out. This 
organisation 
subsidizes backyard 
tree planning in the 
GTA.  
 
Trees do more than 
add charm and 
character to our 
neighbourhood, they 
also filter out air 
pollution, provide 
shade to cool our 
homes and generate 
oxygen. 
 
You can get more 
information about the 
service by calling 416-
338-8733 or by 
checking out the City 
of Toronto’s website. 
L.E.A.F. can be 
reached at 
416.413.9244 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dads need Dads 
By Greg Baroski 
 
On June 14th, the day before Father’s 
Day, I hosted a Father's Day Honouring 
because I feel there is a need to honour 
the generative masculine spirit with other 
fathers. Seven of us gathered beneath the 
Scarborough Bluffs and I read a poem 
about my father and how it feels to be a 
father. Slowly we went round the circle, 
each man holding the groups’ attention 
and describing his place in this circle of 
fathers. We talked of the incredible joy 
and challenges in being there for our 
kids; helping them to grow and we talked 
about the pain of being raised by a lost 
father and the sadness of having no 
father.  
 
We closed with some drumming to seal 
the moment when we opened our hearts 
to each other. This act recharged our 
hearts with generative spirit that we 
would take back to our lives. 
 
Afterwards at breakfast, we talked about 
what had happened. Everyone felt this 
was a positive experience and that we 
should gather again next year bringing 
other men we knew.  
 
I got a lot from this small ritual, this 
simple honouring of fathers. I knew the 
following day I would be getting gifts 
from my wife and daughter and it would 
be special to be appreciated by my family 
but this meeting of Dads resonated deep 
in my heart. While sharing with others I 
found I was not alone in the struggle that 
that is fatherhood. I can see that my 
challenge is to take even more risks in 
opening my heart, and allow the deep 
archetypal generative masculine to come 
through; into my life, for my family, for 
my friends and community. 
     
   Greg Barsoski 
 
Note: Greg would like to get together 
with other Fathers in the Pocket and 
arrange outings with the kids and times 
when the dads can just hang out. He can 
be reached at 416-402-4283. 
 
 

 

      Kids against Littering 
 
By Nicole Van Beusekom,  
age 8 
 
My friends Victor, Jennice and I were at 
Phin park riding our bikes. Victor noticed 
that the park was full of garbage. It was 
disgusting. He got an idea that we should 
make a "No Littering" sign and clean up 
the park ourselves. We got what we needed 
from our parents and made a sign covered 
in plastic with lots of duct tape. Then we 
got to work! 
 
Victor wore his mom's gardening gloves to 
pick up glass and cigarette butts.  Jennice 
and I picked up the rest of the garbage on 
our bikes. It was fun! We decided to start a 
club the "IF". Invironment  Friendly (We 
didn't  know how to spell environment). 
Our little brothers and sisters copied us and 
picked up garbage too. 
Why don't you start a club too! 
 
 
 

 

 
TRANSITIONS IN RELATIONSHIP: 

Birth of a child –Marriage for helpful, 
understanding, and Expert facilitation  

(20 yrs exp).   
 

Call L.Rebick  
416-406-1899 

email: lrebick@acwcanada.net   



 
 

 

•         Do you think child-care is the 
responsibility of the mother, the whole family, 
or the whole community?  Should those who 
handle early-childhood education be paid like 
other teachers?  

•         Should we put more money into public 
transit or into bigger expressways for private 
vehicles?  

•         Every party deplores homelessness, but 
they suggest different solutions.  Do you think 
the province should help construct more 
affordable housing, give subsidies to landlords, 
or just depend on the market to solve the 
problem?  Would you support more social 
housing in our area?  

•         What about that new power-plant being 
proposed for the Portlands?  Will using natural 
gas mean that dirty coal-fired plants get shut 
down?  Do you trust Ontario Power Generation 
to protect our air-quality?   

•         Speaking of power, what do think of the 
attempt to privatize our electric power 
system?  Are you confident that we will have 
enough electricity at affordable rates?  

•         You can’t pay taxes if you don’t have a 
job. How can the provincial government help?  
Will cutting taxes and reducing regulations 
maintain good jobs in our community?  Will it 
help if we cut back on the public sector, where 
one-third of us are working?  

 
This summer I was talking with a bright young guy in 
his twenties who was very upset by the state of the 

world, but totally turned off politics and politicians.  I 
told him about our community, where I felt we had so 

many good political leaders and how that helped 
make our community a good place to live. But it’s no 
coincidence – a strong community demands the best 

leadership.  It’s now up to you to continue the 
tradition…. 

 
langille@socialjustice.org 

 
 

The Pocket in the Province: 

How we can improve our community in the 
upcoming provincial election 

by David Langille 

Don’t imagine for one moment that the 
upcoming provincial election is not important 
for our community.  Who do you think 
controls our health care, education, and social 
programs?  Who controls the funding that we 
need for good transportation or affordable 
housing? Who is responsible for protecting our 
environmental?  Our provincial government at 
Queen’s Park is critical to our quality of life 
here in the Pocket. 
 
We can have a good political discussion about 
what we need for our community without 
taking a partisan position that favours or 
attacks a particular party.  Let’s see what our 
needs are, and then you can decide who will 
best meet those needs.  
 
Of course, we all have different needs, and 
how we define our needs dictates who we 
might support politically.  But let’s see if we 
can pose a series of questions that will help 
clarify what we want for our community.  I 
suspect these questions will generate a lot of 
discussion.   

•         Do we want to switch to a privately-
funded system of health care?  Or do we want 
to retain our public system of medicare and 
extend it to cover homecare, drugs and dental 
care?  

•         Helping our seniors remain in their homes 
sounds like a great idea, but should we all 
share the cost?  Would you like to have a 
neighbourhood health clinic near the Pocket 
like the South Riverdale Community Health 
Centre?   

•         Would you like to see more support for 
our community schools, or encourage parents 
to send their children to private schools?  If 
you think education is a life-long process, 
should we restore funding to our Adult 
Learning Centre on Jones Avenue, or give a 
tax cut a tax cut to seniors so they no longer 
help pay for education?   

•         How much commitment do you feel to 
help out those who cannot help themselves?  
Given the choice between a tax cut or ensuring 
those with disabilities have a better life, where 
do you stand?   

•         The minimum wage has not been 
increased since 1996.  Should those who work 
hard for a living earn a living wage that keeps 
them above the poverty line?  

 
   

                              Elect Greg Bonser to City  
                                    Council in Ward 30. 
                              
                                      He will increase civic  
                                   participation and reduce 
                                corruption to create healthy  
                              neighbourhoods and waterfront.  

 
  

4            416 406 0880        www.gregbonser.ca                          
 

 



Classified  

 
Volunteers Wanted! 

 
Kiwanis Club of Riverdale 
"Kids are priority #1" 
If interested,  
please contact 
granmar38@hotmail.com 
or speak to Marylin at 122 
Boultbee Ave. 
 
 

Electronic Version 
Available! 

 
Are you interested in 
receiving The Pocket via 
email? Please drop us a line 
at thepocket@sympatico.ca 
and get on the mailing list 
for our next issue. 
 

    

Jones Variety 
 
Friendly neighbourhood 
Corner Store  
ALEX + JERUSALEN  
Corner of BAIRD+JONES  
 
Send us your 
classified ad or 
announcement for our 
next issue!  
 
Contact us at: 
thepocket@sympatico.ca 
Or use a drop box 
(listed on last page) 
 
 

 

 

 

Singing lessons 
 
Sound healing find 
your unique voice in a 
playful, relaxed, 
empowering environment 
Any Age ,Any Style  
Susan 416-778-7133 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ideas for Our Neighbourhood 
  

By David Langille 
  
Here is a short list of a few things that might make the 
Pocket a better community.   
 
Benches dispersed throughout the neighbourhood (at 
street corners, etc) where folks could pause and 
converse with their neighbours.  
   
Garbage containers to keep the litter off the streets -- 
and encourage dog owners to “poop-and-scoop”.   The 
bin at the corner of Condor Ave. and Boultbee Ave. 
was recently removed – how can we get it back? 
 
A meeting place for the community -- perhaps in 
St.Williams School south of Boultbee. 
 
Improvements to Phin Park -- more and better-trained 
program staff, a fence around the playground and 
some shade over it… 
  
 

A skateboard area – whether in Phin Park or the 
TTC parkette (currently known as the Dog Park). 
 
A place for teens to hangout – with pinball machines, 
computers, video games, etc.  
 
Information posts for notices about community 
events, articles for sale, etc.  Should we build 
something cheaply, or get a commercial sponsor? 
  
More post boxes so we can recover the fine art of 
letter writing! 
 
I'd love your feedback about these ideas and how we 
might accomplish them. 
And please send in your own suggestions about how 
we might improve our neighbourhood.    
langille@socialjustice.org   or drop at 34 Condor 
  
 
 



Please email your comments to the Pocket at thepocket@sympatico.ca 
Or use one of our neighbourhood drop boxes located at: 
18 Boothroyd Avenue,34 Condor Ave or 69 Earl Grey Road 
 

 
Many thanks to 

Caoimhe 
McCanny, Age 7, 
Caitlin Bingham, 

age 7, Jakob 
Gilbert, and 

Abigail Booth for 
working hard and 

completing the 
work search in the 
last issue of The 

Pocket. 
 

Way to go!!!! 
 
 

Now that the nights are getting cooler and the leaves start to turn colour, we 
need to get ready for Halloween! 

 
How about writing a neighbourhood ghost story for the pocket? Here’s what 

you need to include in your story: 
1 black cat 
2 children 

3 pumpkins 
4 spiders 

and the story should start in Phin Park….after dark. 
 

Drop off your story in one of our community drop boxes at 69 Earl Grey 
Road, 34 Condor Ave or 18 Boothroyd Ave or email your creepy creation 

by October 1st to thepocket@sympatico.ca 
 

We’ll run the best story in the next issue of The Pocket. 
 

 

 
 

We’re having a neighbourhood party and you’re invited! 
Saturday September 13th  

 
To celebrate Car Free Day with the Sierra Club and neighbourhoods around the 
world, we’re shutting down Condor Ave from Shudell to Hunter and having a car-

free bash! 
 

What: Second Annual Neighbourhood Party 
Where: Condor Ave 

When: Saturday September 13th , 2 to 10 pm 
Who: Everyone in The Pocket 

Why: To celebrate our neighbourhood and our neighbours 
How: Show up on the 13th ready to play games, hear music, meet people and 

have fun! 
 

Please contact Susan McMurray (416-406-1684 or speaking@web.ca) if you have 
the time to volunteer! 

 



      
 
 

 

                                                                                                                         
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


