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There is great pride to be experienced for 
the graduates of Earl Grey Senior Public 
School, one of the oldest schools in the 
Danforth neighbourhood. A journey 
begins with a single step; for many, a 
lifetime of memories began there. 
On Saturday, November 6, 2010, this 
wonderful school celebrated its 100th 
anniversary. Several hundred alumni and 
former staff, spanning at least six decades 
of the school’s history, returned for a 
reunion to mark this important milestone.   
For some, their experiences at Earl Grey 
started at the school’s original location 
at what is now the Jones Avenue Adult 
Learning Centre (northwest corner of 
Jones Avenue and Strathcona). In its 
early years in this spot, the school served 
students from Kindergarten to Grade 8. 
Successive generations of Earl Grey 

students had their very first lockers at the 
school’s current address, 100 Strathcona 
Avenue (just west of the original school’s 
location).
As a former Earl Grey student in the 
1980s, I always tell my past teachers 
when I run into them today that my 
experience at the school wrecked me 
for high school, which I describe as five 
years of Social Darwinism. I experienced 
great joy attending Earl Grey because the 
learning atmosphere was so inclusive and 
engaging. We came of age here because we 
had adult role models at the school who 
pushed, cajoled, and encouraged us every 
step of the way towards adolescence and 
independence.  
Many of us had a favourite teacher or 
mentor who managed to channel 

By Judy (Gribben) Endacott
Remembering “Uncle” Don Meyer

On the corner of Jones Avenue, at Boultbee, a building is 
being renovated. The sign says it will be used as a “variety 
store.” Of course it will! What else could it be?!!
The building has been a corner store since before I was 
born, which was in the late 1950s. I remember many past 
owners: Charlie and Marie, followed by Bonnie and Ron 
Stott, then Mrs. Wright and finally “Uncle” Don Meyer. 
There was another store on Jones, just north of that corner, 
but for some reason, my family went to this one. It was a big 
deal, as a child: I was allowed to cross Boultbee to go there 
by myself!
Don sold the store in the summer of 2010, after 37 years of 
proprietorship (dating back to 1973!). It was a bittersweet 
move for him, but at somewhere just over age 70, he felt 
it was time. As a single man who only closed the store on 
Christmas Day—it was time to pursue a new hobby or two!
Don was able to secure an apartment in the attached 
building, which had once been a butcher shop and is now 
converted into three apartments. He and his current dog, 
Buster, were pleased to stay in the neighbourhood after his 
retirement and continue to connect with his neighbours and 
customers—their extended family.
Over the years, these neighbours had counted on Don, not 
only for their convenience-store needs but also to advance 
goods when they were short of cash, to open after hours 
for emergencies, to act as safe harbour for children if keys 

got lost, and to offer 
many other supports a 
good neighbour often 
provides. Always smiling 
and pleasant, always calm, 
always there— 
that was Don.
My first job was in that 
store: I worked a couple 
of shifts per week until 
I was old enough to get 
a “real” job. Two of my 
sisters worked there as 
well. Other neighbours 
also found employment 
at Uncle Don’s over 
the years, with Kevin 
Campbell as the longest-serving employee.
Considered part of our family when I was growing up, 
Uncle Don attended New Year’s parties at my home, family 
weddings and other important events. His first dog, Boxer, 
was my training partner when I prepared for cross-country 
races as a student at Riverdale C.I. Some of his other dogs 
later took on that role for my younger sisters. With several 
of us (I have five siblings) going in and out of the store for 
work and in and out of the yard to get the dog, it was not 

(continued on page 4)
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It’s a sad fact: we’re all less connected now than we 
were 60 years ago. Researchers have shown that back in 
the 1950s, most people had large, extended families and 
networks of neighbours and friends. Today, our networks 
are dwindling—we’re all much less likely to be in regular 
touch with relatives outside of our immediate family and 
even our immediate families have shrunk down in size. 
Despite all of our connectivity online (500 friends on 
Facebook anyone?), we have fewer deep relationships with 
people we care about, know well, and can rely on than 
ever before. It is no wonder these same researchers are 
concerned about our health and 
happiness.
Fortunately, we in the Pocket are 
bucking this trend. We are lucky 
to live in a neighbourhood that 
nurtures personal connection 
and has a good social fabric. We 
can’t tell you how often a new 
neighbour—someone who has 
just moved here—has said to one 
of us, “Oh my god! I’ve never lived 
in a place like this before. It’s great!” 
They’re talking about all of the amazing ways people 
connect here. With frequent events happening all the time, 
such as the annual neighbourhood yard sale, our awesome 
Victoria Day fireworks, the skating rink in Phin Park, the 
periodic pub nights organized by this newsletter, or our 
annual Pocket street party, there are ample opportunities 
to get to know each other and to appreciate the community 
we live in. The design of our neighbourhood also leads to 
connection: front porches + houses close to street + street 
parking (no wall of cars in driveways separating houses 
from passersby) + quiet streets (the only reason you’d drive 
here is if you already live here) = the perfect recipe for 
maximum social connection. Again, we’re lucky.
But what’s really great is how much initiative people take 
here to make our community a better place. Together, so 
much has been accomplished. Outside of the events we’ve 
already mentioned, we’ve seen a loose, informal group of 
neighbours form organically to make some remarkable 
improvements in Phin Park since 2006. This group has 
erected a pergola; planted trees, shrubs and perennial 
gardens; painted the shed; and got the city to install a park 
sign. It looks like a completely different park now, and it is 
definitely getting more use each year. Other groups have 
developed our community garden and fought to preserve 
the green space next to the TTC yards. Everything old is 
new again, and people are connecting here. It’s amazing!
But there is community, and then there is COMMUNITY! 
We’ve come this far, but how much farther can we take it? 
We see some wonderful community models in other parts 
of the city that are something to aspire to. We’re thinking 
of the Dufferin Grove Park with its weekly community 
dinners, farmer’s market, pizza oven, and an amazing array 
of other activities. Or the Thorncliffe Park community, 
where a group of six women have organized a popular 
bazaar in a parking lot every Friday night—everybody 

attends! Some of us in the Pocket know our neighbours 
well, but how much more connected can we get? How 
many neighbours do you know, and how many would you 
like to know? How many do you get together with on a 
regular basis? Would you go to a neighbour if you were sick 
and needed someone to pick up a few groceries for you, 
or if you needed someone to watch your child for an hour 
because your sitter had cancelled? Would you do the same 
for someone else? If you were going through a tough time in 
your life, would you expect your neighbours to know and to 
respond? Or if you had something to celebrate, would you 

choose to do it with them? 
With this in mind, about a dozen 
Pocketeers met in late 2010 to 
discuss how we can all take our 
community to “the next level” and 
make it even more connected than 
it already is. Right now we are 
consulting with grassroots leaders 
from other neighbourhoods (such 
as Dufferin Grove) and looking at 
different models for forming some 

variation of a neighbourhood association. The group has 
two goals for this effort:
1. To increase connection among people in our 

community and quality of life for those living here 
(through better communication, neighbourhood 
improvements, events, etc.)

2. To deal with issues in our neighbourhood, proactively 
(for example, policing)

Once this committee has determined how it will operate, we 
will put together some initial plans on what we would like 
to accomplish. We’ll present these plans at a large meeting 
that everyone will be invited to! But before we get there, 
we need YOUR input. What would you like to see in our 
community in future? Think big! Now’s the time to dream. 
LET US KNOW by filling out our survey (it came with this 
newsletter), so we can know more about your wishes for the 
Pocket in future. If you’d rather fill out the survey online, 
you can do so at www.surveymonkey.com/s/FPG737M.
We also need your help! So, let us know on the survey how 
you’d like to get involved. Perhaps you have the desire to 
lead or have a passion for community development (you 
know who you are!) and you’d like to join our association. 
Perhaps you’d like to help in another way—for example, by 
running one simple event of your own, or being an on-call 
volunteer or organizer for any events that come up. Let us 
know what your talents are and how you can contribute.
The great thing about social connection is… it’s highly 
contagious! Another bit of research* showed that when 
we make a contribution to the public good, other people 
become influenced and make positive contributions later 
on, and this spreads “up to three degrees of separation 
(from person to person to person to person).” It’s the 
cascading effect of positive connection.
We’re on the precipice of a social revolution in the Pocket, 
a connectedness revolution. These are very exciting times,

Editorial: A Connectedness Revolution
We Want to Hear from YOU!

By Julia Morgan and Jeff Otto

“There is community, and 
then there is COMMUNITY! 

We’ve come this far, but 
how much farther

can we take it?”

(continued on page 3)
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(continued from page 1)

Remembering “Uncle” Don Meyer
surprising that some neighbours thought that Don was 
our father! When I was in the store and was witness to 
comments about his “nice” children, he would smile and 
thank the customer.

Well-wishers with Uncle Don at his retirement party

I left the Pocket area when I got married in 1979, returning 
in 1985 when I bought my father’s house. After that, I 
often met Don in the early morning as we walked with 
our dogs in one of the nearby schoolyards or on Boultbee 
Ave. As part of his “neighbourhood watch” service, he 
would mention little details to me, such as observing my 
son not using the crosswalk to cross Jones Avenue, or later, 
observing him walking with a cigarette in hand! It made me 
recall how my father always seemed to know what we had 

been up to even when he was at work. As kids, we never 
figured out all his sources, but you can bet the proprietor of 
the corner store was one of them!
In September last year, some of Don’s former customers 
surprised him with a retirement party. A small and simple 
affair organized by Donna Jackson, a long-time Pocket 
resident and friend of Don’s, it was an opportunity for all 
of us to say to Don: you have been important to us and 
our community. A quiet, humble man, Don seemed very 
touched by the gesture.
I was to write this story to mark the end of a career, so it is 
with great sadness that I report that Don suddenly passed 
away in early December 2010. We are assured he passed 
quickly and did not suffer. Since then, Buster—who had 
been ailing for some time—has been put to rest. 
Don’s nephew, also named Don, hosted a wonderful gather-
ing a few days following his uncle’s death, which allowed 
neighbours to formally meet each other and share stories. 
Humour, compassion, and generosity were terms heard 
often at the event when people were remembering Don.
He touched many lives in many ways. Don Meyer leaves a 
quiet legacy of kindness and community support. Quiet but 
notable.
We offer condolences to his family and to all who felt like 
he was part of their family. Uncle Don will not be forgotten. 
May he rest in peace.

Working for you!

市議員  方卓怡
多倫多第三十區

Telephone: 416-392-4060
councillor_fl etcher@toronto.ca

City Councillor, Ward 30
Toronto-Danforth

Paula Fletcher

and we look forward to seeing what the next few years will 
bring as our new neighbourhood association ramps up 
its activities—working hand in hand with all of you, our 
neighbours and friends. Let the “next level” begin!
P.S. A great way to connect with people and stay up-to-date 
with what’s happening in the community is through the 
Pocket Google Group! See the last page of this newsletter 
to learn how to sign up.
* James H. Fowler and Nicholas A. Christakis. “Cooperative behaviour cascades in human 
social networks.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of 
America. March 23, 2010 vol. 107 no. 12 5334-5338.

WIN an iPad2!
Riding from Toronto to Montreal in July in a bike 

rally to raise funds for the Toronto People With AIDS 
Foundation. If you would like to sponsor me, 

I’ll enter you in a draw I’m holding to win an iPad2 
(draw date June 5). 1 entry $10 or 3 for $25. 

Visit http://www.tinyurl.com/jeffsride 
or email jeffotto@sympatico.ca

CL ASSIFIEDS
(continued from page 2)
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our youthful energy into pursuits that didn’t wreak havoc 
on the neighbourhood. We found our direction here and 
were able to push our limits—academically, athletically, 
and socially. The late Bruce Mackey, the school librarian, 
was one of my mentors. He was a formidable force who ran 
the student parliament (complete with cabinet and shadow 
cabinet) and helped us develop a sense of ownership and 
altruism long before we knew what these words actually 
meant. Chuck Downs, my homeroom teacher, was someone 
who reinforced a powerful work ethic that continues to 
serve us all well in the lives we lead today. Darren Lowe, 

current coach of the U of T Varsity Blues hockey team, paid 
homage to Mr. Downs during a November 2010 interview 
on CBC Metro Morning, crediting him for being such a 
powerful influence on him. Many of us hold onto the belief 
that Earl Grey is where our teachers challenged us to grow 
up and to prove our capabilities as youngsters ready to make 
our mark in society. 
Alumni of the 1980s and 1990s continue to cherish strong 
memories of the late Bob Holmeshaw, the school’s much-
loved principal and coach. Mr. Holmeshaw wasn’t just an 
administrator who enforced rules and doled out discipline. 
I remember Mr. Holmeshaw, a dedicated educator, always 
attired at important sports events in his iconic red and 

yellow scarf, motivating the boys’ hockey team to play 
harder while the rest of the student body cheered loudly in 
the stands. There was no exclusivity in what he coached as 
this seemed to change seasonally. Earl Grey’s hockey teams 
played at Maple Leaf Gardens quite a few times between the 
mid-1970s and 1994, and during the Holmeshaw era (1981–
1994), there were a combined total of 15 Junior and Senior 
hockey teams that played there.
One of the main events at the reunion was to recognize Bob 
Holmeshaw’s influence on so many generations of students. 
His wife, Marilyn, and their children were on hand for a 
special tribute to him, culminating in the unveiling of a 
Wall of Fame that features photos of former school athletes, 
teams, and memorabilia. The event also featured a dinner 
and dance and “decade rooms” that presented facts and 
photographs from a century of the school’s history.
Attending the reunion reconnected me with the graduating 
class that preceded mine. I won’t say that we still look the 
same as we did when we were 12 and 13 years old but our 
middle-aged selves are a reasonable facsimile of how we 
once were! Throughout the afternoon, former students went 
to the main office to page former teachers, many of whom 
were in attendance. There were many moments of sheer 
gratitude from those who had waited decades to finally say 
to their teachers: “You made a difference. Thank you!”  

Earl Grey School Still Looks Great at 100!
(continued from page 1)

KEY FACTS: EARL GREY SENIOR PUBLIC SCHOOL
•	 	Original school opened in 1910 on Jones Avenue and was named after 

the fourth Earl Grey, the ninth Governor General of Canada (the same 
Earl Grey the Grey Cup was named after). 

•	 	Current building opened in 1962 on Strathcona Avenue. 
•	 	Today, Earl Grey serves 480 students. The most common first 

languages spoken in students’ homes other than English are Greek and 
Chinese.

•	 	Offers French immersion, French extended, English and special 
education programs.

•	 	Facilities include a computer lab, a language lab, a large double gym 
and large swimming pool, a specialized music classroom and a full-
service cafeteria.

•	 	Has Gold status as an Eco School and works hard to maintain 
composting, recycling, energy conservation and waste reduction at the 
school.

For more info on the school’s history and reunion, see 
www.earlgreyreunion.ca.

Trustee 
Cathy Dandy

holds regular 
information 
sessions for 
parents.  

Check them out 
at:

cathydandy.ca

 Services available:
Chiropractic
Active Release Techniques (ART)
Acupuncture
Massage Therapy
Naturopathic Medicine
Reflexology
Custom Orthotics

Visit us at:
735 Danforth Ave
(416) 915.9301                  www.fusionchiropractic.ca

Coming fall 2011 to the corner of Danforth and Jones!
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A Pizza Party on Shudell Avenue
Article and interview by Satu Repo
Jesse Frayne and Mark Manchester and family have lived in 
the Pocket for 23 years. Their home has always been a place 
where a lot of happy cooking takes place. Jesse has written a 
delightful cookbook, Great Food for Happy Kids, inspired by 
cooking with and for her four children.
Last summer the family that cooks together decided to 
build a pizza oven. The project—an earth oven in their 
backyard on Shudell Avenue—was a great success. 

Q: Why did you decide to build a pizza oven?
JF: Our elder daughters, Emma and Marie, were interested 
in the community ovens at Dufferin Grove Park, which 
produce wonderful bread. They encouraged us to take 
this on as a family project that we could share with our 
neighbourhood.

Q: What was the first step?
JF: Emma had a book, Build Your Own Earth Oven, and 
we modified the basic design for our needs. The concept is 
based on a Quebec project. This oven is made of mud; only 
the foundation is brick.

Q: Tell us about the building process. 
JF: Our oven rests on a circular brick foundation wall, 
which was built up from a hole in the ground and held 
together with mortar. We then filled the circle with sand 
and rubble (ceramic, broken brick, gravel, etc.). On top of 
this we poured a fine layer of sand to create a level bed for 
the oven floor, which we made with bricks. To create the 
dome of the oven we made a mold with sand in a dome 
shape, then built the walls around it using cobb, a mix of 
sand, clay, earth and straw. We made two layers of the cobb, 
which had to dry between applications. As the layers dried 
we cut out a door shape on one side. When the cobb was 
dry we dug out the sand from the inside. Lastly we covered 
the oven in a lime-based paint for a breathable protective 
covering. Mark also built a roof over the oven to protect it 
from rain (as it is water-permeable).

Q: What was it like to build this oven?
JF: The project took us all summer to build. We didn’t 
know what we were doing, so we held family meetings to 
discuss the work, the design, and how we would collect the 
materials. We bought bags of sand and mortar. Emma 
and Marie both have friends who have used cobb, and 
over the summer these women helped us while they 
were visiting Toronto. Our neighbour Sam gave us 
counsel sometimes too. He says in his hometown in 
Italy, everybody has cobb ovens. 

Q: When was the first time you used it? 
JF: It was the Labour Day weekend. Marie hosted a 
pizza party for the people she works with. They all 
made personal-sized pizzas. They even made dessert 
pizzas with fruit. That night we also baked our first loaf of 
bread, roasted a tray of tomatoes, and a pork loin. The heat 
from the original wood fire stayed in the oven walls for 
several hours.

Q: A lot of visitors came to see the oven during the street 
party last summer. Can you tell us more about that?
JF: There were about 60 people, and a lot of kids were 
interested. It was definitely a neighbourhood event. Some 
people donated wood or grapevine trimmings to burn. A 
few people left their email addresses, to bake whatever they 
wanted, at a time when we are home to cover safety issues.

Q: Are neighbours dropping in to use it?
JF: No one has called to ask to use it, but this would be fine 
for us. Just co-ordinate a date with us, and do your own 
baking.
For more information, contact Jesse at 
mgripeh@pathcom.com.

available at 

Inspire Gifts & Home Décor
      of course!

 

928 Danforth Avenue
(west of Donlands Avenue)

Toronto, Ontario
416.466.1095

www.inspirehomedecor.com

I recommend
Solar Lights 

for Mother’s Day!

         Come Discover Us!

Join the Pocket Google Group! See last page for details.

Jesse Frayne
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What’s Been Happening in the Pocket
By Dave Michaels, Julia Morgan, Trish O’Reilly, Jeff Otto, Satu Repo, and Sally Wotton

Local Artists at The Only
The Only Café generously opened its doors to Picture This, 
a group of local artists and artisans, for two exhibitions in 
2010. While the second show, in November, unfortunately 
met with rain, the one in August was a tremendous success. 
It included sculpture, painting, drawing, photography, 
masks, jewelry and even delicious homemade toffee (made 
by artist and Pocket newsletter illustrator Cecilia Booth). 
Among those exhibiting their work at the show were Dan 
and Jay Cormier, Sally Hunter, Julien Althrows, Dan Kalina, 
Tal Regev, Nancy Lew, Rebekah Walker, Cecilia Booth, and 
Jerry Silverberg. Picture This has a mission to deliver “art 
made in and by the community reflecting the wide variety 
of lives and experiences in the community” and expects to 
bring more shows to The Only in 2011. – SR

Checking out Sally Hunter’s photographs 
at The Only

Pocket Tree Activist Recognized
First it was through a Toronto Star article. Next, local “tree 
man” Jeff Otto was recognized for his work encouraging 
tree plantings in our community through an invitation from 
the Ontario Urban Forest Council. In November, the OUFC 
held its annual conference for municipal forestry staff 
across Ontario, and Jeff was there, sharing his community 
development experience with attendees through a 
presentation on the front-yard tree planting movement he 
and a team of fellow volunteers began in the Pocket in 2006. 
Interested in getting a free front-yard tree for your house 

this summer? Email treeproject@srchc.com to get started. 
– JM

Watermain Update
You need to break eggs to make an omelet, right? That’s 
how many Pocket residents felt last summer and fall as they 
tolerated the watermain replacements on Boultbee, Condor, 
Earl Grey and Byron. The City of Toronto replaced aging 
iron watermains with blue PVC pipe, as well as many of the 
service lines to homes.
So what’s next? Gord MacMillan, director of design and 
construction for the City of Toronto, says the heavy work 
is done for now in the Pocket. The city will take a look at 
the pavement of the newly dug-up streets and sidewalks 
in the spring and determine whether they will need to 
be resurfaced. (Hunter and Ravina were completed in 
previous years.) The remaining streets will eventually have 
the work done, MacMillan says, but it won’t be in 2011. The 
city does not want to disrupt a neighbourhood for more than 
a few months at a time. The watermains still to be done do 
not contain lead, so the city is not in a hurry to replace them.
Whether the water service lines to individual homes were 
replaced during last fall’s work depended on whether a line 
was substandard, meaning it contained lead or the residents 
experienced low water pressure. Lines were replaced only to 
the property line unless residents worked out replacement 
of the whole line with the city.
The watermain replacement program is separate from 
the lead-service line replacement program, MacMillan 
says. Residents who don’t want to wait for watermain 
replacement to have their individual lines replaced can call 
the city to inquire about the latter. The city also installed 
hydrants in new locations during the work. – DM

The Pocket is a-Rockin’!
Many of you have been aware of the annoying construction 
on our streets this past year, but have you taken a stroll 
through the park to see one of the benefits of the big dig?
Multitudes of rocks of all sizes were unearthed to make 
room for the new watermains, and normally the contractor 
would have carted them off for disposal. A quick call to the 

(What’s Been Happening continues on page 7)



Page 7THE POCKET

What’s Been Happening in the Pocket
city’s Parks people, and we happily found ourselves with a 
truckload of unique and interesting natural art objects—
also known as boulders—in the park. Through the Pocket 
Google group we decided that the swampy area to the east 
of the playground would make a good home for the rocks, 
providing a climbing area as well as covering the wet zone.
The talk of the summer was the gorgeous and gargantuan 
boulder that was situated at the west end of Dawson Avenue. 
What was to happen with it? It languished there for a long 
time because neither the contractor nor the city knew how 

to move it. Then we 
discovered the rock 
was going to be moved 
to Greenwood Park. 
Through another post 
on the Pocket Google 
group, residents started 
calling and emailing 
the city, with the many 
voices expressing dismay 
at the possible loss of 
our Precambrian history. 

And guess what? The city relented. The boulder was moved 
to Phin Park in November using two front-end loaders—a 
stony migration that felt almost epic in scale. Here’s to the 
power of imagination and determination. Great job, Pocket! 
– JO

Mosaic Storytelling Festival
St. David’s Anglican Church was transformed recently with 
lamps, couches, and rugs for a new initiative known as the 
Mosaic Storytelling Festival. Storytelling aficionados from 
our neighbourhood and across the city gathered every two 
weeks from Jan. 23 to Apr. 3 to listen to tales from around 
the world. Highlights included Rukhsana Kahn with her 
story about learning about life in Canada through the 
mysterious culture of children’s birthday parties; master 
storyteller Aubrey Davis, with fool’s tales from Turkey, 
Afghanistan, Africa (and everywhere!); and Pocketeer 
Sandra Whiting, who had her audience in rapt attention 
with colourful tales from Jamaica.
The series was produced by the Open Door East End Arts 
Collective—local artist Jerry Silverberg (check out his prints 
and cards at The Only Café), along with two Pocket artists, 
actor Liisa Repo-Martell and singer and actor Trish O’Reilly. 
Plans are underway for a second festival in 2012. – TO

Lookin’ Good! Donlands/Danforth and Euston
If you’re a regular pedestrian through the park on your way 
to the subway, or a frequent stroller on the Pocket’s stretch 
of the Danforth (that would be between Greenwood and 
Jones), you may have noticed some welcome improvements 
recently:
•	 Sidewalk/curbs at Donlands and Danforth
In the summer and fall of 2010 there was a lot of messy 
construction at this intersection to replace the patchwork of 
concrete and asphalt that used to exist there. Along with a 
much neater appearance, one of the greatest outcomes has 
been the proper alignment of the curb cuts with the actual 
spot where pedestrians cross. More improvements may be 
forthcoming. If you would like to make other suggestions 
(e.g., metal barrier painting/replacement, more planters, 
tree replacement, etc.), please contact Robert Mays at 
rmays@toronto.ca. – JO

•	 Old Toronto, New Mural
A new painted mural has been painted at 939 Danforth 
Avenue, facing Euston Avenue (right across the street 
from the 7-Eleven). The piece represents Old Toronto, and 
was done by artist Allan Bender of Blinc Studios. It was 
conceived by Allan and the Danforth Mosaic Business 
Improvement Association during the Art On The Danforth 
event last year. The factory in the mural represents an old 
glue factory that once stood at Danforth and Coxwell and 
the horse and carriage relate to the police stables that used 

to be located where the Greenwood subway yard is now. In 
future, the Danforth Mosaic BIA intends to have 12 more 
murals installed in our area, involving local high schools in 
the design process. – SW
•	 New Stop Sign at Chatham/Euston
There used to be a time when crossing from the north end 
of the park to Euston Avenue involved a bit of a dance with 
cars travelling westbound along one-way Chatham. Not any 
more! Now there’s a stop sign at Euston, allowing for safer 
crossings. Thanks to everyone who advocated to the city to 
make this happen. – JM

Donlands Fire and Community Response
At the beginning of July last summer, a terrible fire 
destroyed three houses on Donlands Avenue, leaving four 
families temporarily homeless. But neighbours did not turn 
their backs. On August 19, local residents came together 
at a fundraiser at Rails and Ales on the Danforth to show 
their support. Businesses and individuals donated a range of 
wonderful items for a silent auction; local musicians played 
(including Louis from our neighbourhood Starbucks!); and 
residents came out and bought drinks and raffle tickets, 
played darts and pool, listened to some great music, and bid 
on the auction. Nearly $4000 was raised—the event was a 
great show of support for the families affected, letting them 
know that the community is behind them. As everyone 
pulled together that night, it felt like a tight-knit village. 
Thanks to those who worked so hard organizing this event 
and to all who attended! – TO

Car Break-Ins 
Attention Pocketeers: It appears there have been a number 
of car break-ins in our area so far this year, particularly 
on Earl Grey, Lydia Court, Queen Victoria, and Chatham 
Avenue. Just a reminder to keep your car’s doors locked 
and to store valuables in the trunk or at home rather than 
inside your vehicle. If your car is broken into, please call 
the local police non-emergency number (listed on the back 
of this newsletter) to report it. The police have told us that 
reporting break-ins helps them make a case to step up 
monitoring efforts in the community. – JM

(continued from page 6)
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Mural at the corner of Euston and the Danforth
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St. Leonard’s: Supporting the Pocket for three decades

Eleven-year-old Hannah was usually upbeat and outgoing, 
says her mom, Michelle Bailey-Myers. But since their 
family’s move to the Pocket in November 2010, she had 
become clingy and lonely. Hannah was finding it difficult 
to make new friends at school, and she missed her old 
neighbourhood and friends. Worried about her daughter’s 
withdrawn behaviour, Bailey-Myers enrolled Hannah in the 
STEP program at St. Leonard’s Society.
St. Leonard’s Society is a not-for-profit charity that opened 
its doors in Toronto in 1979. It has two offices: one at 779 
Danforth Ave. (just west of Jones, on the south side of 
Danforth) and the other right 
in the Pocket at the corner of 
Euston and Chatham. While 
initially started by the Anglican 
Church, today it has no religious 
affiliation. 
St. Leonard’s philosophy is to 
provide programs that support 
people becoming productive 
and healthy community 
members, says Sonya Spencer, 
executive director. The first 
program founded at St. 
Leonard’s was a correctional 
services intervention project 
called Crossroads. Crossroads is still operating today, 
helping former inmates reintegrate into society through a 
small residential facility in the area and other supportive 
programs. But some time ago, St. Leonard’s decided it wasn’t 
enough to treat offenders. It made sense to also work to 
prevent children from getting in trouble with crime in the 
first place. 
And so the STEP program (Safer Tomorrows through 
Education and Play), catering to children and youth ages 
10 to 20, was born in 1997. Last year, 220 children in the 
neighbourhood benefitted from the STEP program, which 
has a mission to prevent at-risk kids (those demonstrating 
antisocial behaviours like shoplifting and aggression, 
as well as children with inadequate social skills) from 
developing other problem behaviours that might lead to 
crime. Children enter the program by self-referral or when 
referred by a teacher or Children’s Aid. 
STEP is also recommended for children who are not doing 
well academically in school. Studies show children who 
drop out are more likely to get in trouble with the law, says 
Amanda Morris, program director of STEP. The program’s 
academic workshops and one-on-one tutoring help children 
improve their grades and boost their self-esteem. The hope 
is that they will stay in school and avoid a life of crime. 
The STEP program also offers children mentors and social 
skills workshops. Through these activities children develop 
positive relationships and enhance their sense of mastery. 
Other STEP components include recreation, sports, yoga, 
and drama programs. 
While STEP tries to prevent children from developing 
serious risk factors for crime before they begin, St. 
Leonard’s has another program for children called SNAP, 
(Stop Now and Plan, for children 6 to 11), which is about 

intervening when a child already displays some behaviours 
that are closely linked to juvenile criminal behaviour. SNAP 
was established in 2009 and last year served 63 children. 
Children in SNAP are typically openly aggressive and 
impulsive, says Sarena Sairan, SNAP program director. For 
example, they may yell, fight, and throw things in their day-
to-day lives. They are referred by an array of professionals, 
including social workers, teachers, and pediatricians. 
SNAP teaches children how to stop and reflect on their 
behaviours. Children are coached to recognize when they’re 
upset by clueing in to physical reactions to stress, such as 

clenched fists, sweating, and a 
racing heart. Then, instead of 
acting impulsively, children are 
taught to breathe deeply, count, 
or simply leave the room—and 
learn to deal with whatever 
upset them when they are 
calmer. Parents are also part 
of the program—they learn 
how to support their children 
as they develop better impulse 
management and emotional 
regulation skills. 
However, it’s not too late to 
learn these and other positive 

life skills at any age. In the Crossroads program, adults also 
learn to change their behaviour. St. Leonard’s provides both 
close supervision and support for Crossroads participants, 
who are referred by Corrections Canada when they are 
finished serving a criminal sentence and face a difficult 
journey in changing their lives so they do not re-offend. 
Staff also help participants with individual needs, such as 
finding employment or housing or getting treatment for 
addictions. But perhaps the most important element of 
the Crossroads program for its participants is knowing 
someone believes they can succeed. “We believe in the 
individual’s ability to change and sustain change,” Spencer 
says.  
Jamie Hoffmann, a 22-year-old Crossroads participant, 
is currently living in the program’s residential facility. 
A former armed robber, Hoffmann is now training to 
be a paramedic. He credits his success to the faith and 
attentiveness of Crossroads’ staff. Whenever he has felt 
abandoned or down, someone has helped him to stay 
focused and positive and keep believing in himself. 
“It means a lot,” says Hoffmann. “If it weren’t for 
[Crossroads] I would still be in prison right now. They sent 
me in the right direction.”
Hannah has also turned a corner with the help of St. 
Leonard’s and a STEP girls’ group that teaches conflict 
resolution and socializing techniques. She has also developed 
a passion for acting and drama in STEP, and has become 
much more outgoing. This year she tried out for three sports 
teams at school, and made it on to every one: basketball, 
volleyball, and slow pitch. “She has just blossomed this year,” 
says her mom, Bailey-Myers, with pride. 
You might call it a huge STEP for Hannah—in the right 
direction!

By Vivien Fellegi

Join the Pocket Google Group! See last page for details.
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Lydia Court Street Party
In addition to the Pocket’s annual 
neighbourhood party, many streets 
also hold their own parties each 
year. For example, in August 2010, a 
happy crowd of residents from Lydia 
Court and Oakvale Avenue enjoyed 
a street party and BBQ. Clear skies, 
tropical music, face painting and 
the opportunity to mingle while 
enjoying shared food made it a fun 
evening for all ages. Many thanks 
to the organizing team for all their 
hard work and creativity.

A Year in the Pocket

Pocket Neighbourhood Street Party
The Pocket’s 7th annual car-free day and street party took place in September 2010, hosted on Dawson due to 
the construction on Condor (thanks, Dawson residents!). The party featured a bicycle race/parade, firetruck, crafts, 
pizzas at the newly built cobb oven on Shudell Ave, contests for kids and pets and adults, face-painting, cotton 
candy, community info tables, a book exchange, a fabulous BBQ and pot-luck dinner, and, at night, a music jam and 
movie. High Tea attracted five local politicians (MP, MPP, city councillor, public school trustee, and deputy mayor), 
and we also had some epic Tug of War battles in Phin Park! Despite the clouds, the event was well attended and a 
great time was had by all. Thanks to all who helped to make the party a huge success!

Freecycle in the Pocket
A “freecycle” event was held in Phin Park on October 9, 2010. A HUGE number of neighbours came out, bringing by 
good-quality items they didn’t need anymore and later going “shopping” for things they picked up—for free! Many 
found great new treasures on what was a beautiful fall day, and items left at the end were donated to a local charity. 
The Freecycle was part of the Global Work Party—a series of 5,200 events held in 180 countries, coordinated by the 
organization 350.org. Each event involved community projects that contributed to reducing carbon emissions, with 
the goal being to press world leaders for action on climate change.

Pocket Pub Night
In March 2010, this newsletter 
hosted another Pub Night for 
Pocket neighbours at The One Café. 
These evenings are always well 
attended—come join us and meet 
your neighbours in 2011! (See the 
upcoming events section for dates.)
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE POCKET
Planting in the Park
Saturday May 14
10 a.m.
It’s time to expand the gardens in Phin Park! Come out and 
help dig, plant and build! With the help of Home Depot 
we will be re-establishing the gardens by the basketball 
court and improving the pergola by adding flowering vines. 
Prepare to get dirty and have a good time. Refreshments 
available.

Nearby Farmers’ Markets 
Withrow Park Farmers’ Market (reopens May 21)
Every Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., north end of the park 
www.withrowpark.ca. 
East York Farmers’ Market (reopens May 24)
Every Tuesday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
850 Coxwell Ave, north of Danforth
East Lynn Farmers’ Market (reopens June 2)
Every Thursday, 3 to 7 p.m.
949 Danforth Avenue, near Woodbine (in East Lynn Park) 
www.my-market.ca

Victoria Day Fireworks
Monday, May 23
Dusk, Phin Park (behind the safety taped area by the 
playground)
Every year the neighbourhood display amazes us all! Bring 
a chair, your family, friends and enjoy the show put on by 
Greg and his crew. This is funded primarily from donations 
so please contact Greg Barsoski at (416) 778-9074 and help 
make it happen.

Pocket Street Sale
Saturday June 4
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. (rain date Sunday)

All throughout the neighbourhood!
Time to empty your basement or garage and turn what you 
find into cash. The Pocket’s annual street sale seems to be 
gaining a lot of fans. Expect a busy day of bargaining! To 
help out with postering, contact jeffotto@sympatico.ca. If 
you would like to make a contribution to advertising costs, 
please leave an envelope at 81 Ravina closer to the day of 
the event. You can also find coffee and goodies for sale at 
81 Ravina during the event, with proceeds going to support 
Jeff ’s annual charity bike rally.

Parent/Caregiver Drop-In
Every Wednesday, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.
St David’s Anglican Church
49 Donlands Ave
Free parent/caregiver drop-in. Everyone welcome! 
Refreshments provided as well as toys and activities for 
toddlers. Please enter through the side doors and leave 
strollers on the concrete pad on the church lawn (bring a 
lock if you like). Volunteers needed—for info, contact Liisa: 
(416) 469-8206 or liisarepo5@hotmail.com.

Pocket Pub Night—Schedule for 2011
Three Sundays in 2011, always 7 to 9 p.m.: 

June 5
August 28

November 20
The One in The Only Café

966 Danforth, close to Donlands
Back by popular demand and brought to you by The 

Pocket newsletter: Join friends and neighbours from the 
Pocket for an evening of socializing. Meet on “The One” 

side and enjoy a coffee or pint with us. It’s casual and 
come-as-you-are—no RSVP required. See you there!

www.theonlycafe.com
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On October 25, 2010, after a 
year of careful planning, over 
50 schoolchildren and Pocket 
volunteers joined Oakvale Green 
Community gardeners to plant what 
will likely be Canada’s largest urban 
orchard. Children from the Creative 
Preschool, Grade 12 students from 
Eastern Commerce Collegiate 
and middle school students from 
the STEP after-school program at 
St. Leonard’s all contributed their 
enthusiasm to this new initiative.
Located just around the corner in the TTC-owned “dog 
park,” the new Oakvale Urban Orchard isn’t the first 
orchard to have graced the area. Archival photos from the 
1940s indicate that a mature orchard once stood in the 
Greenwood and Danforth area. The site itself is situated on 
old agricultural fields, located at the north end of what was 
Toronto’s major dump at the time (named Harper’s Dump), 
now the TTC’s Greenwood Yards. Soil testing from the 
University of Guelph confirmed the orchard soil was safe to 
grow produce for consumption. 
In response to the recent explosion of interest in local food 
production, Oakvale gardeners pitched the urban orchard 
idea to the Carrot Common’s foundation. The Carrot Cache 
backed the project in January 2010. The orchard, when 
completed, will feature familiar domesticated fruits like 
apples and cherries, but also native fruits like the pawpaw 
and serviceberries. Nut trees will also be included, featuring 
stone pines (for pine nuts), native hazelnuts, and hickories. 
To round out the menu, berry bushes and canes will be 
planted along the perimeter. 
Many area gardeners have asked what we plan to do with 
the produce. The trees won’t be producing much fruit in 
the first few years, so the harvest will happen informally 
with local schools and volunteers who are maintaining 
the trees. As they mature, a partnership with Not Far 
From the Tree will be established, ensuring that sufficient 
teams of volunteers are mobilized to pick and distribute 
the fruit. This wonderful new Toronto organization sends 
a third of the produce they pick to food banks, a third 

to tree “owners,” and a final third 
is distributed among the picking 
teams. To find out how to register 
your own fruit tree or join a picking 
team in 2011, contact them at 
www.notfarfromthetree.org.
Other garden experts have taken 
one look at the planting style and 
asked, “Why are they planted 
so close together?” An excellent 
question! The trees are planted in 
a “high-density fruit production” 
style, which puts three or four trees 

within 18"–24" of each other in a single planting hole or 
in a hedgerow. In the spring, the trees will be cut back to 
knee height. This ensures that the fruit bearing branches 
begin low on the tree. For the first few years the trees will 
be “dwarfed” by trimming back their new growth. The final 
product is a tree that resembles a bush, which stands about 
as tall as the reach of an average adult. Dense planting will 
cause the trees to self-prune, inhibiting growth in areas 
where limbs meet the branches of their neighbours.   
The swelling interest we see these days in local food is 
both exciting and important. Expanding our capacity to 
feed ourselves is not only good for the planet, it’s fun! The 
Oakvale Green Community Gardens has over 40 members 
from eight years and up, tending more than 30 plots. 
Unique among community gardens in the city, it does 
not operate on City of Toronto land, nor is it part of the 
Community Garden Network, though we do have a very 
active administrative board. Gardeners can tend vegetable 
or flower beds and also learn how to care for the orchard. If 
you are interested in adding your name to the waiting list, 
please email oakvalegardens@gmail.com or visit 
www.oakvalegardens.ca.
Keep an eye on the Pocket Google group this spring for 
your opportunity to get involved in the second stage of 
planting the Oakvale Urban Orchard. Until then, you are 
invited to bring your dog, kids, partner or friends out to see 
the new orchard. I encourage you to walk among the trees 
and imagine 20 years into the future. As Lucy Larcome said, 
“(S)He who plants a tree, plants hope.” 

Urban Orchard Comes to the Pocket
By Liz Hood

In the Kitchen with Jesse 
By Jesse Frayne
Our Pocket is surrounded by great cooking. We have Chinatown to the southwest, 
Little India to the southeast. But the Danforth is Greek, as we all remember thoroughly 
on that weekend in August! Here are some wonderful recipes to share. 

Saganaki
Kefalotiri cheese, cut into ¼-inch slabs (you can find this 
     hard Greek cheese, also known as saganaki, at the old 
     IGA, now Foodland)
Flour for dusting
2 tbsp olive oil
2 tbsp brandy
Lemon wedges 
Heat the olive oil in a fry pan. Dust the cheese slabs with 
flour. Place cheese in the pan and fry for two minutes 
per side, or until golden brown. Remove from heat. Pour 
brandy over the cheese. Stand back, light the alcohol 

vapours and yell “OPA!!!” Douse the flames with lusty 
squirts of lemon juice and serve with crusty bread.

Lentil Soup with Red Wine Vinegar and Olives
¼ cup olive oil
1 cup dry lentils
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 sweet onion, minced
1 carrot, minced
1 rib celery, minced
2 bay leaves
1 tsp oregano
1 tsp each salt and pepper

(continues on page 12)
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Important Contact Info
Federal M.P.: Jack Layton
221 Broadview Avenue
info@jacklayton.ca
(416) 252-4637

Provincial M.P.P.: Peter Tabuns
tabunsp-co@ndp.on.ca
(416) 461-0223

City Councillor (Ward 30): Paula 
Fletcher
councillor_fletcher@toronto.ca
(416) 392-4060

Toronto District School Board (Ward 15)
Trustee: Cathy Dandy
cathy.dandy@tdsb.on.ca
(416) 397-3083

Toronto District Catholic School Board 
(Ward 11) Trustee: Angela Kennedy
angela.kennedy@tcdsb.org
(416) 512-3411

Conseil de district du Centre-Sud-Ouest :
FranÇois Guérin
guerinf@csviamonde.ca
(416) 953-5484 

Conseil scolaire de district catholique 
Centre-Sud : Claude-Reno d’Aigle
cdaigle1@csdccs.edu.on.ca
1 (888) 388-8559, poste 105

Local Police Number (non-emergency)
416-808-2222

Local Schools:
Blake Street Junior Public School
393-9415

Earl Grey Senior Public School
416-393-9545

Eastern Commerce Collegiate Institute
416-393-0232

Riverdale Collegiate Institute
416-393-9820

Wilkinson Junior Public School
416-393-9575

Join the Pocket Google Group
The Pocket’s Google Group is a terrific way to connect with others in the Pocket community, 
share information and stay informed about upcoming events.
How it works: Anyone who’s signed up can send an email to the group, and everyone on the group 
will receive it. If you prefer, you can subscribe to the Digest/Abridged version, which means you’ll 
only receive one email daily that contains a compilation of all the emails people have sent that day. 
Discussion topics include upcoming events, handyperson/contractor recommendations, 
crime/policing, items to buy/sell/give away, and lots more.
TO JOIN:
The easy way: email the list administrator, jeffotto@sympatico.ca, and tell him you want to sign up! 
(He’ll sign you up for the digest version unless you specifically request the ‘individual emails’ 
version.)
Do it yourself (can be slightly more complicated—if you do it this way, you need to have or get 
a Google email address):
1. Go to http://groups.google.com/ and type “the pocket toronto” into the search box.
2. The Pocket should come up near the top of the results. Click it.
3. Click Apply for Group Membership.
4. Enter your Google email address and password OR choose Create an Account.

6 cups water
Additional olive oil, red wine vinegar and kalamata olives 
for garnish (Niki, the Greek wine vinegar, is very tasty) 
Heat oil in a large saucepan and add vegetables. Stir about 
5 minutes, until soft. Add seasonings and water and bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat and simmer until lentils are tender, 
about 45 minutes.
Ladle the soup into bowls and garnish each with a few 
shots of oil, vinegar and two or three olives.

Greek-style Potatoes
Half a sweet onion, chopped coarsely
Olive oil for frying 
1 pinch saffron threads
1 can chopped tomatoes, with liquid
3 Yukon Gold potatoes, cut in 2-inch chunks
1 can chickpeas, rinsed and drained
Salt and pepper to taste

Fry onion in olive oil in a saucepan until soft, about five 
minutes. Add saffron and tomatoes with liquid. Add 
potatoes and cook until tender, about 20 minutes. Add 
chickpeas and stir. Season and serve.

Rack of Lamb
(Get your fresh Ontario lamb from the Mr. Greek butcher 
shop, on Danforth west of Jones.)
One rack of lamb (serves two people, 3–4 ribs each) 
2 cloves garlic, minced
Handfuls of chopped fresh herbs: mint, basil, parsley 
     or all three
Rub the rack with olive oil and season with salt and 
pepper. Sear the meat in a frying pan, then rub with garlic 
and herbs. Roast at 450 degrees for 15 minutes. Remove 
from oven and let rest for 15 minutes more. Cut between 
the ribs and serve piled over the potatoes.

(continued from page 11) In the Kitchen with Jesse 


