
Pocket Community Association (PCA) Community Consultation regarding 
TTC-PCA Memorandum of Understanding for Oakvale Green                               

St. Leonard’s Society, 14 May 2014 
 
Welcome and Introductions: As Chair of the PCA, Susan McMurray welcomed 37 
individuals to the meeting, and introduced Councillor Paula Fletcher and Diego Sinagoga 
& Jenny Matharu from the TTC.  
 
History of the PCA-TTC Greenspace: Susan provided a summary of historical 
developments in the TTC lands at 400 Greenwood Avenue. After many years of 
development of the area and nine years of negotiations, the PCA and TTC have a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) about the lands on the west side of Oakvale 
Green. Oakvale Avenue Residents Association (OKRA) has a separate MOU with the 
TTC about the lands at the north-east of Oakvale Green. A map was provided, based on 
the PCA-TTC MOU, outlining the boundaries of the PCA “Licensed Lands”.  
 
Thanks and Acknowledgements: Diane Smith thanked the many Pocket residents who 
have contributed to the evolution and development of the PCA-TTC MOU over the years, 
with special thanks to Councillor Paula Fletcher, and appreciation to Virginia Dabrus of 
the TTC who was the liaison person for development of the MOU.  
 
Description of PCA-TTC Agreement: Don Smith had previously posted on the PCA 
website his remarks summarizing the co-operative partnership which has been developed 
between the TTC and the PCA regarding use of the PCA Licensed Lands. The summary 
and MOU are available on the PCA website at www.thepocket.ca/ One feature of interest 
to a number of the participants was that the TTC and the City have always required dogs 
to be on-leash at Oakvale Green as indicated on the TTC signage. This has not changed. 
In Toronto, designated “off-leash” areas for dogs in public spaces can only be established 
in City Parks. Oakvale Green is owned by the City of Toronto for the TTC to use and it is 
not regulated as a City Park.  
 
Don also reported on the meeting on Monday 12 May in which he and Gilles Durot 
walked through the PCA Licensed Lands with Virginia Dabrus, Diego Sinagoga, Danny 
Orlando and Mark Ovcjak from TTC to observe the current condition of the lands. 
 
Paul Woodman, the PCA Coordinator of Outreach and Membership provided 
membership statistics. Currently PCA has 347 members composed of Pocket residents 
(individuals and families). According to the 2006 census, the Pocket has 1100 homes.  
 
Remarks by City Councillor Paula Fletcher: Councillor Fletcher congratulated the 
PCA and the TTC for having come together in a co-operative venture for the care of the 
PCA section of Oakvale Green. She emphasized the importance of community 
associations and made it clear that for such associations to be useful there was no need 
for all residents of the local community to be members. Paula also noted that the only two 
agreements that TTC has with community associations are with OKRA and PCA. She 
also speculated about whether the PCA MOU might be revised to slightly modify the 
clause about the requirement of dogs to be on-leash in Oakvale Green, although she was 
clear that while on TTC property it is a By-Law requirement that dogs must be on-leash. 



 
Consultation: Maintenance and Name: Susan coordinated the discussion on the 
condition of the PCA Licensed Lands to seek input for returning the lands to the 
condition they were in when Oakvale Green was established in 1997. The following is a 
high level summary of the discussion:  
 
Suggestions for improvements to PCA Licensed Lands under the MOU: 

• Several participants asked for community consultation before an agreement is 
signed or modified, regarding major improvements, and before recommending a 
change in name from Oakvale Green to something else. 

• General condition of the landscaping: One solution for erosion is wood chips 
along the path seeded with clover and perhaps topsoil mixed in: laneway to the 
west of the chain link fence just north of Shudell should be repaired; improve 
access and equipment for emergency and maintenance vehicles, so that the grass 
cover is not damaged. 

• Some requested a garbage can at the entrance to Queen Victoria and Shudell. 
Others asked that garbage cans be kept away from homes because of the smell.  

• Benches:  Some asked for more benches; others asked that no more benches be 
installed. 

• Lighting: Some called for more lighting, especially in the laneway just north of 
Shudell. Others asked that no more lighting be installed: it disrupts sleep for the 
residents whose homes back onto Oakvale Green 

• Other recommendations included the following: 
* Install signage on who to call at TTC in case of maintenance needs (see 
note below) 
* Put in a gardens area 
* Cut off lower branches so we can see people who hang out between the 
evergreens and the green sound barrier 
* Install a self-closing gate at the east end of Queen Victoria 
* Install a bulletin board for exchange of community information/notices 

 
Next Steps: The PCA’s TTC Committee will evaluate community input, prepare 
recommendations for improvements and any modifications to the MOU, and organize a 
community consultation prior to presentation of those recommendations to the TTC. 
 
Note: If users of the PCA Licensed Lands have a concern about maintenance needs or 
other issues, please contact PCA liaison representatives Diane Smith and Gilles Durot at 
ttc@thepocket.ca. 
 
Minutes prepared 18 May 2014 by PCA Secretary, Don Smith 


