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Editorial

100/10/1: Happy Anniversaries, Pocket!
By Jesse Frayne, Julia Morgan, Satu Repo, and Diane Smith
Our Pocket community, nestled within the boundaries of
Danforth, Greenwood, Jones Avenues and the CN railway
track, celebrates three anniversaries in 2013. This year,
we acknowledge 100 years of the Pocket neighbourhood,
ten years of publication of our Pocket newsletter, and the
soon-to-be first anniversary of the Pocket Community
Association.
In 1913, Toronto City Hall made the decision to bridge the
Don Valley, a vast project then called the Prince Edward
Viaduct. Once it was linked to the city, The Danforth area,
including our neighbourhood, began its transformation
from peaceful farmland to bustling suburb. Around
1912, W.N. McEachren & Sons Ltd. began developing the
area that we now know as The Pocket, which they called
“Eastmount Park” at the time (see a sample Eastmount
ad from this era on page 2). Most of our neighbourhood’s
streets and homes were built during that period, and it
became a bustling pre-WWI working-class community.
New homeowners (mainly recent and established
immigrants from the British Isles) poured into the area
with their families, and found work in local businesses like
nearby brickyards and the Donlands Dairy, while others

drove streetcars, joined the police force, or clerked in
downtown stores and offices. Some of the relations of these
pioneer Pocket dwellers are still our neighbours.
In the 1950s, new waves of immigrants started to arrive
in the east end of Toronto: Italian, Greek, Portuguese, and
Asian. In the 1980s, another wave brought many middleclass professionals, who were ultimately responsible for
formalizing our neighbourhood by nickname, newsletter,
and legal association.
In the early 2000s, nearly 90 years after the neighbourhood
was developed, a group of residents came together to found
this very newsletter. The first issue came out in June 2003,
and soon The Pocket became a hotly anticipated publication
and a force in the area, known for announcing community
events, featuring notable residents and articles about the
neighbourhood, and promoting environmental issues and
human connection. Sixteen issues later, The Pocket is still
going strong, a community builder and a real forum for
discussing and sharing our lives (watch for more about how
the newsletter was formed in our fall 2013 issue).
Then almost exactly a century after W.N. McEachren &
Sons first hung out a shingle offering our homes for sale for
(continued on page 2)

Attention All Pocket Kids!
Enter the Pocket sidewalk archeology contest
and help us find a piece of history!
Most of the sidewalks in the Pocket were replaced
over the past few years, but there are still a few
sections of old sidewalk left.
The contest: Find the oldest sidewalk left in
the Pocket – take a clear picture of the date stamped
into the sidewalk and email it by May 30, 2013, to
marcvanb@sympatico.ca, along with the address
and description of where you found it. Remember,
the sidewalk has to be within the Pocket boundaries
(Danforth, Jones, Greenwood, and the railway tracks
to the south). You should be 16 and under to take part.
The winner’s name will be published in the
next issue of The Pocket and receive a set of 2013
Canadian coins. If there’s more than one winner,
we’ll do a draw for this prize!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
THOMAS JENNINGS,
VICTORIAN BRICKMAKER 3
2 CHATHAM AVE.
UPDATE

4

EASTVIEW
NEIGHBOURHOOD
COMMUNITY CENTRE

5

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING
IN THE POCKET
6
UPCOMING EVENTS
IN THE KITCHEN
WITH JESSE

Stay connected in the Pocket! See last page for details.

9
10

Page 2

THE POCKET

Editorial

100/10/1: Happy Anniversaries, Pocket!

(continued from page 1)

the first time, neighbours again came together, this time
to form the Pocket Community Association. The PCA was
incorporated in May 2012 as a non-profit with a mission
to “promote a strong, vibrant, walkable, livable and safe
community, to empower residents through community
involvement, and to liaise with local officials and
organizations on behalf of the Pocket community.” The PCA
is already hard at work, particularly through its Energy,
Safety and Greening committees. We celebrate that the PCA
has a goal to make the connections in our community even
stronger.

We humbly suggest all of this may just mean our Pocket
is coming of age. On our 100-year-old streets, with our
(sometimes) 100-year-old trees, there are many stories
and memories lurking, and tens of thousands of people,
over five or six generations, have lived their lives here. As
the neighbourhood enters its second century, may we all
continue to appreciate what we have – and most of all, each
other.

How the Pocket Got Its Name
By Carol Ramm
I think it’s a good thing, in some ways, that I keep stuff. My
“archives” – heaps of paper, some in files, some not – recently
yielded the March 2003 minutes of the second meeting
of a committee that was discussing the idea of starting a
community newsletter – which turned into the one you are
reading right now. We thought that we should name the
newsletter after the community, but the community didn’t
have a name, so we would name them both. According to
the minutes, several names were suggested for the proposed
newsletter/community, including Lettuce Town (along the
lines of Cabbagetown), The Maze, and The Dead Enders. I’m
not sure we would be celebrating the 10th anniversary of
the Lettuce Town newsletter, or that there would have been
a Dead Enders Community Association. Luckily however, Kim
Barnes on our committee commented that we lived in such a
great little pocket of Riverdale. We collectively said “Oh – the
Pocket!” and knew that was it. A great community newsletter
was born and a neighbourhood identity was forged!

Map showing the area now known as the Pocket,
as it was in 1914

Advertisement for homes in “Eastmount Park,” from the Toronto Daily Star,
July 1911. With thanks to Lawrence Fagan.
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Thomas Jennings, The Pocket’s Victorian Brickmaker
By Carol Ramm
Thomas Jennings was an early settler of the area that
became the neighbourhood we now fondly call the Pocket
– in fact he was one of the very earliest. At least as far back
as 1883, the Jennings
family was living on
the east side of Clifford
Street (now Jones
Avenue), just south
of the Danforth on –
incredibly – a ten-acre
lot.

gardener. In 1883 the City of Toronto directory lists him as a
gardener in Leslieville, which is included in the city’s list of
“suburban villages” – it was not yet part of Toronto. I believe
at this time Thomas
and his family were
already living on their
“Pocket” lot south of
the Danforth, an area
so sparsely populated
it was included with
Leslieville. In March
1884 the city annexed a
large swath east of the
Don River; our area
(and Thomas Jennings’)
became part of
Toronto, and Clifford
Street became Jones
Avenue.

When this charming
and evocative photo
turned up in a local
history collection, I was
intrigued. A brickyard
in what is now a pretty
densely inhabited part
of Toronto? Further
research has shown
It seems that Thomas,
that brickyards were
Sarah and their family
situated all over the
were hard-working
Jennings’ family members and other employees in front of the Thomas Jennings Brickyard,
circa 1890–1894
east end of Toronto
and ambitious. The 1887
back in Victorian times, and the Pocket was bookended by
city directory lists them as “T. Jennings and Sons” market
brickyards: where the TTC yards now are on Greenwood
gardeners, but also lists them as hucksters (“hawkers of
was a large brickyard and clay pit. Greenwood Park and
fruits and vegetables”). Market gardens were “farms devoted
Monarch Park were also clay pits and brickyards, later
to raising vegetables and berries” close to the markets they
rehabilitated into green spaces. This brickmaking history
served. Market gardening and brickmaking businesses were
is now recognized with a large mural entitled “Bricks and
two of the major types of enterprises and employers in rural
Wagons” at the corner of Greenwood and Gerrard, which
east Toronto, and the Jennings family eventually did both.
names a number of the historic Greenwood Avenue brick
The Jennings family was quite large, with the 1892 city
manufacturers, but not Thomas Jennings’ very small
assessment rolls showing “nine persons in family.” They
brickyard.
seemed to often have had tenants, who may also have
Thomas Jennings, his wife Sarah, and several of their
children came from England to Canada around 1860. I
was surprised to learn as I searched for information about
his brickyard that for many years he worked as a market

been employees and been shown as part of the household.
Thomas Moorcroft or Morecroft is shown as a tenant and a
brickmaker for a number of years. I’m sure several members
of the Jennings family, and their workers, are shown in the
(continued on page 8)
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Chatham’s Ugly Duckling Blossoms into a Swan
By Trish O’Reilly-Brennan
Little did my neighbours and I know in 2005 that the
question of how to tactfully approach tenants in the
rooming house at 2 Chatham about not leaving garbage
in our back laneway was the least of the challenges this
property would throw at us.
Back then, we had just done a safety audit with an officer
from 55 Division and were working to make various
improvements on our block to spruce up the appearance of
the back lane (now known as Ben Kerr Lane) and increase
neighbourhood safety.
Because 2 Chatham is at the end of the block right at Jones,
it functions as a kind of “gateway” to the neighbourhood.
But what a gateway! The sad-looking house with the
pronounced lean was the worst maintained property on the
block. And garbage was piled in the lane behind its fence
pretty much any day of the week.

The house sat boarded up for several years while neighbours
at the west end of Chatham struggled to keep a bad
situation from getting worse. We cleared the flyers from
the porch and the unaddressed mail from the mailbox. We
shoveled the walk in the winter and in the summer trimmed
the unruly shrubs that crept across the sidewalk on Jones.
But by the spring of 2008 the thing we had been dreading
finally happened: people broke into the property and started
using drugs there. Fortunately, calls to Municipal Licensing
and Standards and the police got immediate action. The
house was re-secured and got moved to the top of the pile at
the Buildings Department, which ultimately decided that it
was unsafe. And – in an unusual move – the City contracted
a demolition firm and took the house down in the fall of
2008.
Worried about what might happen to an untended empty
lot, in the spring of 2009, neighbours dug little holes in the
limestone fill, tipped
in some topsoil and
planted sunflowers. We
picked up garbage that
blew in or was dumped
there. And we waited.

But while we agonized over the most tactful and
neighbourly way to
broach the subject
with residents, a series
of escalating disasters
unfolded. After two
incidents in which
vehicles damaged the
You can imagine, then,
property’s back fence,
that we were overjoyed
there came the coup de
later in 2009 to hear
grâce: a freak accident
that a young architect
in November 2005
had bought the empty
saw an SUV misjudge
lot, was designing a
the turn at Jones and
new house (a duplex)
Danforth and fly across
especially for the site,
the street, flipping over Architectural rendering of what the new house at 2 Chatham Ave will look like
and was planning to live
and punching through the side wall of the house, leaving a
there. A previous edition of The Pocket newsletter reported
gaping eyesore on Jones Avenue. During the accident, bricks this promising development, but at the time there were few
rained down on the residents of the basement apartment
details available.
(fortunately no one was seriously hurt) – and in the end all
Now we not only have details, but half a house!
the tenants moved out, while the owner dithered over what
Construction began in the fall of 2012. The young architectto do.
in-training, Peter McNeil (whom I have now come to know)
(continued on page 8)

PETER TABUNS, MPP
Toronto-Danforth

Your Neighbours and
Realtors in “The Pocket”
THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING?
Please call us today for a
Complimentary Market Analysis.
Donna Lee &
Michael Brouckaert
sales representatives

My Office is Open to Serve You.
923 Danforth Ave. 416-461-0223
Email: tabunsp-co@ndp.on.ca
www.petertabuns.ca

* Not intended to solicit those already under contract with another Realtor.
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Eastview Neighbourhood Community Centre:
By Diana Goliss

A Hidden Gem, Only a Stone’s Throw Away

If you’ve ever voted while living in the Pocket, you’ve been
there. If you participated in the Pocket Neighbourhood
holiday food drive, you’ve supported one of its programs.
Or, perhaps you’ve taken a stroll through Kempton Howard
Park just west of the Pocket and have walked by it. Located
at 86 Blake Street, one short block west of Jones, it looks
like any other building from the outside. However, once
you enter Eastview Neighbourhood Community Centre,
you notice a buzz of activity and receive a warm and very
friendly welcome.
It is hard to capture everything that happens at Eastview
in this short article. I visited several times to get a feel for
the place and every time, the staff on duty found the time
to meet with me to give me a sense of what Eastview has to
offer. The things that became clear to me are that they really
care about their members, are proud of what they offer the
community and if they had more resources, would do even
more.

come in. Right now, Cathy is looking for volunteers to help
organize and run events. “These events help us connect with
the community. We are always looking for people to help
us organize and run them. Of course, if people just want to
participate, that is great too!”
Eastview is open seven days a week and offers activities
for children, youth, families, seniors and newcomers to
Canada. Membership is open to all for a nominal annual
fee of $5 for children and youth, $8 for adults and seniors
and $20 for families. This fee allows members to access the
number of programs and services Eastview offers with the
aim of building supportive networks, learning new skills,
and sharing current ones. Take some time to check it out.
And maybe I’ll see some of you at a Sunday yoga class!
More information: www.eastviewcentre.com

Photo: Diana Goliss

A Sample of Programs:
Boys and Girls Club – children and youth programs
(ages 6–18): Programs offered weekdays after school.
“Yes, we are very busy,” said Laurette Jack, children’s
Children’s programs include computers, arts and crafts,
program supervisor, as she toured me around the building.
homework assistance, and soccer, dance, and swimming.
She talked enthusiastically about programs for children
Youth programs include leadership skills, piano lessons,
and youth: “We have afterschool and PD day programs
homework club, and volleyball, soccer and basketball.
in addition to summer and March Break camps.” As she
Family Support Services: Provides food to people in need
showed me their community kitchen, she described cooking
of assistance, a food share program, community gardens,
lessons for youth: “We have chefs giving youth cooking
and a hot lunch program.
lessons. I am then going to ask those youth to teach what
Family Resource Programs: Family drop-in (Early Years
they have learned to younger children. I want to find
Centre) weekdays 9:30 am–1:00 pm, programs for pregnant
out what they’ve retained and also provide them with an
women and their infants, parenting workshops, head start
opportunity to mentor others.”
programs for children 3–5 yrs.
There are more than just activities for children and youth at
Senior Services: Activities
Eastview. Every weekday
including bingo and
morning, there is a family/
friendly visiting. Services in
caregiver drop-in program,
Cantonese, Mandarin, and
and there are programs for
English.
new Canadians and seniors
Newcomer Services:
all the time. On one of
Settlement services to help
my visits, I was invited
new Canadians, including
to attend yoga classes
ESL.
offered every Sunday
from 2:00–3:00 pm. “This
Volunteer Opportunities:
is a new program that a
Race for Kids, June 1
lot of people just don’t
Volunteers needed to
know about. It’s free and
organize and to participate.
we really want more
Toronto Challenge
people just to know this
Walk-a-thon, June 9 – Walkers
opportunity exists for
needed to raise money.
Eastview kids enjoying the programs on offer
them.”
Sizzling Summer Fun Fest, August 23, organizers needed
Eastview does offer something for everyone, and more
M
 ore info about volunteer opportunities:
importantly wants to be recognized as a place that anybody
Cathy Henry, (416) 392-1750 ext 303
from the community can use. “Many people don’t even
know we’re here,” says Cathy Henry, special events &
volunteer coordinator. “We have so many different things
going on: music lessons, gardening, and homework
club – there is a constant bustle all of the time. Most of
our members live in very close proximity; however, our
catchment area covers Greenwood to Broadview and
Danforth to Queen. We would like to have more people
from this community join us.”
Another way for members of the Pocket to get involved is
to be a volunteer. Over 300 volunteers help with different
events throughout the year with a core of 60 that regularly
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What’s Been Happening in the Pocket
By Susan McMurray, Jeff Otto, Don Smith, and Sally Wotton
Remembering Leonardo Masellis (1931–2012)

Phin Park Basketball Court Update

Masellis Supermarket and the
Pocket neighbourhood suffered
a sad loss just before Christmas.
Mr. Leonardo Masellis, the
supermarket’s founder, passed
away on December 16, 2012. Mr.
Masellis, who was born in 1931
in Bitritto, Italy, immigrated
to Toronto and founded the
Danforth’s first supermarket in 1959.

This past summer saw the reopening of our park basketball
court following a two-year hiatus. In 2007, an informal
committee of community members had come together to
rejuvenate the park, and as part of that work the court was
to be resurfaced and new nets and backboards installed
by the City of Toronto using funds donated by Nike. Soon
after the work was completed in late 2009, several residents,
primarily living next to the park, complained of large
groups of young people playing late-night games. They
reported excessive noise, unruliness, drug dealing, and
drinking, and observed that calling the police only seemed
to scatter the groups for a while, not stop the behaviour.

Leonardo Masellis’ wife Tina Masellis, and their three sons,
Mario, Andy, and Costantino, are carrying on the family
business. We at The Pocket newsletter would like to extend
our deepest sympathies to the Masellis family.—SM
PCA Update
The Pocket Community Association (PCA) held its first
Annual General Meeting on January 24, 2013, possibly
the coldest night of the year. Despite the weather, over 50
members turned out at St. David’s church.
In her opening remarks, Chair Trish O’Reilly-Brennan
noted the PCA grew out of a love of community instead of
growing out of opposition to a problem. City Councillor
Paula Fletcher congratulated the PCA and spoke next about
the importance of getting people involved in doing positive
things in their neighbourhood.
Elections were held for nine executive positions. Re-elected
were Trish O’Reilly-Brennan (Chair), Jeff Otto (Vice
Chair), Don Smith (Secretary), Diane Smith (Treasurer),
and Paul Woodman (Membership Coordinator). Former
member-at-large Susan McMurray was newly elected as
fundraising coordinator. Also elected were Irene Vandertop
as communications coordinator, and Kaye Leslie and Kim
McFadden as members-at-large.
After committee reports about events, energy, greening,
the TTC, and communications, the evening ended with
discussion about a proposed resolution against a casino
in downtown Toronto. The issue was a last-minute agenda
item because Toronto’s public consultation phase was
scheduled to end the next day. PCA members voted in
favour of the resolution.—SM

Later in 2010 the by now semi-official committee
(which would go on to become the Pocket Community
Association) called a meeting to discuss the issue.
Representing the city were staff from the councillors’ office,
the Parks department, and the police. Residents’ opinions
were quite varied, and ranged from believing youth should
have full access to the court all the time to feeling the nets
should be kept down permanently. The city proposed
having removable nets that a Pocket resident or city worker
Dear friends in the Pocket,
Congratulations on the founding of your new
Community Association. Together, we can work to
make Ward 30 even more special.
Best wishes,

Councillor

Paula Fletcher
Ward 30 Toronto-Danforth

councillor_ﬂetcher@toronto.ca
@PaulaFletcher30
416-392-4060
www.paulaﬂ etcher.ca
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What’s Been Happening in the Pocket
(continued from page 6)

would put up in the morning and take down each evening.
Unfortunately none of the residents were comfortable with
this task, and the city was not sure they could supply staff
to make it happen either. In the absence of a plan, nothing
happened. The one remaining net mysteriously disappeared
and was not replaced.
The situation seemed to have no resolution until recently,
when all of a sudden painted lines appeared on the courts
and the nets were back up. After a quick phone call to
Paula Fletcher’s office by the PCA, we learned the Parks
department had indeed found someone who could handle
net stewardship. We have been told the nets will now be
put up at 9 am and taken down at 6
pm seven days a week from April 1 to
September 30. The city has also posted
signs stating court hours and expected
conduct. The court has operated this
way since last summer, and so far,
according to comments made by
residents on the Pocket Facebook group
and the PCA website, things seem to
be going very positively. Some people
have suggested slightly later hours
and a longer playing season would be
welcome. The city is currently looking
into whether they can accommodate
this request.—JO

deliver to a grateful Eastview Neighbourhood Community
Centre!
McFadden is a busy professional with little spare time,
but she says that, “when I heard about the shortages at
food banks around the city I realized it would be simple to
organize a food drive in the Pocket and that it could have a
big impact on the community.” Since she says the Pocket is
so “responsive and AMAZING,” she plans to organize this
food drive annually.—SW
Upgrades to Donlands Station and the Downtown
Relief Line
Several dozen local residents came to
Wilkinson Jr. Public School in December
to learn about TTC plans for the Donlands
and Greenwood station upgrades. The TTC
plans to make all 69 of its subway stations
fully accessible by 2025. Donlands is on the
list for the Second Exit and Easier Access
projects in two years and Greenwood for
2017. (The Easier Access Program aims to
create fully accessible subway stations by
adding features such as elevators, accessible
fare gates, and automatic sliding doors to
the entrances of stations.)

The upgrades at Donlands station are
being deferred for two years to allow for
the Environmental Assessment for the
First Annual Pocket Food Drive
proposed Downtown Relief Line and any
On November 17, 2012, Pocket resident
implications it may have on Donlands
Food drive thermometer posted in
Kim McFadden announced she was
Station.
Residents
also learned that the Downtown
Phin Park
starting a drive to benefit the food bank
Relief Line, which does not yet have committed
at Eastview Neighbourhood Community Centre. She set a
funding, would run from St. Andrews Station via King
deadline of November 30 and asked neighbours to help her
Street and Queen Street to either Pape Station or Donlands
reach a goal of 200 items. After contacting the community
Station.
via signs and our Facebook and Google groups, she put a
Speakers at the meeting included TTC CEO Andy Byford,
box on her front porch and placed a giant thermometer
city councillor Mary Fragedakis, and Anna Pace, Director
poster on the Phin Park bulletin board so that all could
watch our progress. Two weeks later there were 350 items to of Strategic Partnerships for the TTC’s Engineering,
Construction and Expansion Department. —DS

C L AS SI F I E D S
Win an iPad mini!
Sponsor Jeff in his fourth 600K ride to Montreal
benefitting the Toronto People With Aids
Foundation.
Each $25 = 3 chances. Draw will be on July 13.
Go to www.tinyurl.com/jeffsride2013 or
jeffotto@sympatico.ca

TOTAL HOME CARE SERVICES
Services include: Pet care/overnight, dog walking,
housesitting, organization, house cleaning,
home renovations, general repair, landscaping,
painting, and rubbish removal
Free estimates/supporting charities
Recycle program/environmentally friendly
Contact: Lorraine Lewis
luluspetcareserv@aol.com
(647) 295-8947
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Chatham’s Ugly Duckling Blossoms into a Swan
(continued from page 4)

has waited longer to realize his plans than he
originally hoped. Although construction was
slated to begin in spring 2010, Peter needed a
number of variances approved, including one
to allow an increase in the size of the house’s
footprint.

Photo: Trish O’Reilly-Brennan

Although the modern design of the house is
bound to be controversial in a neighbourhood
where most homes were built in the early
1900s, a lot of thought has gone into his
choices. Unlike the usual two-unit plan with
one dwelling on the first floor and the other
on the second, this duplex will be divided
vertically, with one unit fronting on Jones and
the other on Chatham. Peter says his design
“intentionally breaks up the Jones façade into
three sections to help maintain the rhythm of
the street.” The south part of the building will
Former house at 2 Chatham Ave.
be the same height as the nearby peaked roofs
large windows in the bedroom and bathroom while
on Chatham – even though the zoning would have allowed
maintaining privacy.
it to go higher. The interiors will be split-level (six levels
Peter confirms that he is, indeed, planning to live in the
in all). Each unit will be approximately 1000 square feet.
house once it is built and is looking forward to being part
The exterior will be a combination of aluminum composite
of our community. He hopes the house will be complete by
panels, stucco, and black-stained cedar. The top floor of
this spring. I, for one, will welcome him and his sparkling
each unit will have a courtyard terrace that will allow for
little new house with open arms.

Thomas Jennings: The Pocket’s Victorian Brickmaker

(continued from page 2)

1890s photo accompanying this article.
We don’t know why Thomas Jennings switched from market
gardening to brickmaking – which was hot, gruelling,
smoky, and dusty work. However, by 1889 he has a listing in
the city directory as a brick manufacturer. It may have been
the increasing development of the east end, or that after
buying the ten-acre lot he had been renting, he felt more
able to invest in a business. In contrast with the Don Valley
Brickworks (now the Evergreen Brick Works), which was
one of the largest brickyards in the city, Thomas Jennings’
brickyard must have been one of the smallest. Nevertheless,
the 1890 assessment roll shows him owning a one-storey
frame house, land valued at $12,000, personal property
valued at $1,500, and four horses.
Where exactly were the Jennings’ home, farm, and
brickyard, in terms of the Pocket landscape we know today?
I believe their ten-acre lot ran approximately from just
north of Baird Avenue to just north of Chatham in terms
of a north-south boundary, and it ran about 600 feet east to
west, starting at Jones and continuing to about where Phin
Park is now. An 1894 map I found shows two buildings
on the east side of Jones across from Hazelwood Avenue
(Hazelwood is the street on the west side of Jones adjacent
to Chatham Avenue), which would seem to be their
home and business. It is a little hard to tell because streets
appeared gradually – Hunter Street existed in the 1880s but
Shudell and Baird (first called Fenning Street) appeared
later. From about 1890 Thomas and family are shown at 561
and 563 Jones Avenue, even though there were no other
street addresses nearby. I don’t believe the houses now at
those addresses are the same houses.
The Jennings Brickyard was short-lived. By about 1895 or

1896 the family was listed as market gardeners again, still
on their lot running east of Jones Avenue, but they appear
to have sold the land and again become tenants. By the
late 1890s, Thomas no longer appears in the records and
it seems that he died. For a number of years the family is
listed in business directories as “Jennings Brothers Market
Gardeners,” which appears to be operated by sons Joseph,
William, and possibly Samuel Jennings. Even market
gardening had to go eventually though, as land was divided
into housing lots. City assessment rolls for 1912, recorded
in 1911, still show an 11.5-acre lot (no longer owned by the
Jennings family) on the east side of Jones, but it was soon
developed into part of the residential area that became our
neighbourhood (see the editorial in this issue to learn how
“Eastmount Park” was developed).
It was fascinating, as I combed through old directories
and maps, picturing our area as countryside with fields
and ravines, dotted with occasional houses and very small
industries like the brickyard, but already bounded by the
train track to the south (the Grand Trunk Railway). The
Pocket then was almost rural, with large barns housing
horses and the occasional cow. Next time you walk up
Jones, picture the scene there over 100 years ago as horses
pulled wagonloads of bricks towards the city on the
horizon. Many of those bricks would have also been used to
build our houses in the Pocket.
Pocket Committees Seeking Members:
Take action, participate in and keep up-to-date with
neighbourhood activities! Join one of the Pocket Community
Association’s committees for Youth, Safety, Phin Park/
Greening, Membership, Energy, Fundraising or Events.
For more info visit www.thepocket.ca/committees
or email info@thepocket.ca.
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UPCOMING EVENTS IN THE POCKET
		

EVENTS NEARBY

EVENTS IN THE POCKET

Skating Rink, Phin Park

Mosaic Storytelling Festival

Our volunteers are maintaining the rink, so come out
and skate. If you can, please drop off a donation to Liza
at 5 Ravina or call (416) 466-0979.

3 pm every second Sunday

Easter Egg Hunt

St. David’s launches its third season of spellbinding tales
from across the globe. Suitable for ages 5 to 95. Admission
PWYC (suggested donation is $5). Performances every two
weeks until March 17. www.stdavidstoronto.ca/mosaic/mosaic.

10 am, Saturday, March 30, Phin Park
All kids are welcome with their parents to the annual egg
hunt. Info: jill.m.d.spellman@gmail.com
Spring Clean-up in Phin Park

St. David’s Anglican Church, 49 Donlands Ave.
(enter via side door)

html

Musically Speaking Concert Series

10 am, Saturday, April 20
Come spiff up our park and get it ready for summer. Wear
your work clothes and bring gloves, a rake or broom or
shovel if you can and help us garden and pick up litter. This
year we will have a tree tour by LEAF afterward. Coffee and
baked goods as usual. Info: jeffotto@sympatico.ca
Victoria Day Fireworks
Dusk, Monday, May 20, Phin Park
Bring a chair, your family and friends. Greg and his crew
work hard to set up the show and it is entirely dependent on
donations. Street captains will be coming around before the
day and we will be passing the bucket on the night. (Money
can be left at 81 Ravina as well.) To help on the night please
contact Greg at (416) 778-9074.
Pocket Street Sale
Saturday, June 1, 9 am to 1 pm (rain date Sunday)
Dig out that lava lamp and clothes that don’t fit, and join
the fun with our massive garage sale throughout the ‘hood.
Donations towards ad costs accepted on the day at 81
Ravina (the place where coffee and goodies are sold).
Info: jeffotto@sympatico.ca

2:30 pm. Sundays on March 24, April 28, May 26
and June 16
St. David’s Anglican Church, 49 Donlands Ave.
One-hour performances of historical – or “early” – music.
Admission is PWYC. For information, visit
www.torontoearlymusic.org/concerts.htm

Parent/Caregiver Drop-In
Wednesday and Thursday mornings during the school term
(except for the fourth Thursday of every month) from
8:30 to 11 am
St. David’s Anglican Church
Admission is free, and everyone is welcome. Toys and
activities for toddlers and a healthy snack are provided.
Come join us for relaxation, socialization and a sanity
break! For info or to volunteer, contact: Liisa,
(416) 469-8206 or liisarepo5@hotmail.com
Farmer’s Markets
Withrow Park Farmer’s Market (reopens end of May)
Every Saturday, 9 am to 1 pm, north end of the park,
www.withrowpark.ca

Phin Park Philms

East York Farmer’s Market (reopens May 14)

Dusk, July 4 and other Thursdays during summer

Every Tuesday, 9 am to 2 pm

Movies shown on a giant canvas in our park. Bring a lawn
chair or blanket. Popcorn and other treats are sold. If you
have a film suggestion, send it to jeffotto@sympatico.ca

East York Civic Centre, 850 Coxwell Ave.,
north of Danforth
East Lynn Farmer’s Market (reopens June 6)

Pocket Street Party and Car-Free Day

Every Thursday, 3–7 pm

2 to 10 pm Saturday, Sept. 21

East Lynn Park,
949 Danforth Ave.,

Our annual gathering is a great place to meet your
neighbours and share in food, games and fun. Mark your
calendar! More info to come.
The One in The Only Café
966 Danforth, just west of Donlands
7 to 9 pm
Sundays, March 24 and Nov 3

Pocket Pub Nights
Come meet your neighbours and
enjoy a pint or a coffee.

www.my-market.ca

Hosted by The Pocket newsletter.
No need for an RSVP,
just come as you are!

Trustee
Cathy Dandy
holds regular
information
sessions for
parents.
Check them out
at:

cathydandy.ca
Stay connected in the Pocket! See last page for details.
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In the Kitchen with Jesse

By Jesse Frayne

Curried Eggs for Two
2 Tbsp sunflower oil
1 sliced sweet onion
1 Tbsp chopped garlic
1 Tbsp grated fresh ginger
3 plum tomatoes, chopped
Flesh from a peeled and pitted mango, chopped
½ tsp each ground turmeric, ground coriander seed,
paprika, ground cumin and red chili flakes
1 can coconut milk
Salt to taste
4 whole, peeled, hard-boiled eggs
Cooked rice
Warm sunflower oil in a frying pan on medium heat and add
onion. When it’s limp and beginning to brown, add garlic,
ginger, tomatoes, mango and spices. Pour in coconut milk and
bring to a boil. Lower heat and simmer gently about 4 minutes,
stirring occasionally. Add salt to taste. Then add boiled eggs
and let them warm through a couple more minutes. Ideally,
serve this over rice to absorb the sauce.
Baked Florentine Eggs for Two
1 pound spinach leaves
2 Tbsp sunflower oil
½ sweet onion, finely chopped
2 Tbsp all-purpose flour
1 cup milk
Salt and pepper to taste
2 eggs
1 baguette

Wilt spinach leaves quickly in a pot of boiling, salted water and
drain thoroughly. Heat sunflower oil in a saucepan and add
onion. Stir and cook until wilted. Whisk in flour. Add milk and
heat, stirring, until thickened. Season with salt and pepper.
Divide the sauce into two oval chafing or casserole dishes.
Press the water out of the spinach and arrange it in the sauce
in nest shapes. Break two eggs into each nest and sprinkle with
ground black pepper to taste.
Bake at 350 degrees until the eggs are just set, maybe 8
minutes. Take out of the oven when the eggs begin to film
over the yolks.
Serve with torn pieces of warm baguette.

Tomato and Olive Stew, Eggs for Two
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 red onion, sliced in ribbons
1 small tin of chopped tomatoes, drained
¼ cup sundried tomatoes, sliced in ribbons
¼ cup sliced pitted green olives
1 clove minced garlic
A pinch each red chili flakes, chili powder, salt and pepper
4 eggs
Warm oil in a frying pan on medium high heat and add onion.
Let it brown a little, then add tomatoes, sun-dried tomatoes,
olives, garlic and spices.
Spill this stew into a greased, flat-bottomed chafing dish or
casserole and make indentations ready for the eggs. Crack eggs
into the spaces you have made and bake the dish until the eggs
are just set, about 7 to 8 minutes in a 350-degree oven. Great
with crusty bread to dip.

Three ways to stay connected in the Pocket
		
		

		

Join the Pocket’s Facebook group (email jeffotto@sympatico.ca)
Subscribe to our Google group (email Jeff as above)

Visit the Pocket’s website www.thepocket.ca

Important Contact Info
Federal M.P.: Craig Scott
741 Broadview Ave., Ste. 304
craig.scott@parl.gc.ca
(416) 405-8914

Toronto District Catholic School Board
(Ward 11) Trustee: Angela Kennedy
angela.kennedy@tcdsb.org
(416) 512-3411

Provincial M.P.P.: Peter Tabuns
tabunsp-co@ndp.on.ca
(416) 461-0223

Conseil de district du Centre-Sud-Ouest :
FranÇois Guérin
guerinf@csviamonde.ca
(416) 953-5484

City Councillor (Ward 30):
Paula Fletcher
councillor_fletcher@toronto.ca
(416) 392-4060
Toronto District School Board (Ward 15)
Trustee: Cathy Dandy
cathy.dandy@tdsb.on.ca
(416) 397-3083

Conseil scolaire de district catholique
Centre-Sud : Claude-Reno d’Aigle
cdaigle1@csdccs.edu.on.ca
1 (888) 388-8559, poste 105
Local Police Number (non-emergency)
(416) 808-2222

Local Schools:
Blake Street Junior Public School
(416) 393-9415
Earl Grey Senior Public School
(416) 393-9545
Eastern Commerce Collegiate Institute
(416) 393-0232
Riverdale Collegiate Institute
(416) 393-9820
Wilkinson Junior Public School
(416) 393-9575

